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PREFACE

. X/ E have bad the Hiftory of Efop fo mary times over
Y \/  and over,jand dre[s’d 4p fo many feveral Ways ; that it

v would- be but Labour-Loft to Multiply Unprofitable
Conjelfures upon a Tradition of fo'Great Uncertamty. . Writers are
divided about bim, alnioft to all mariner of purpofes : And particularly
congerning the Authority, even of the greater part of Thofe Compofr-
tions that \pafs the World in bis Name :- For, the Story is come down
to s o Dark and Doubtfuly that it is Impoffible: to Diftinguifl the
Original from the Copy : And to [ay, which of the Fables are FE-
fops, and which not ; which are Gentine, and- which Spurious :
Beftde, that there are divers Inconfifténcies upon'the Point of Chro-
nology, in the Account of his Life, (as Maximus Planudes, ‘and
Others have Deliver'd it) which the whole Earth ian never Reconcile.
Vavafor the Jeluite, ina Tralt of bis, de Ludicra Dictione, takes
Notice of fome four or firve Grofs Miftakes of This Kind. [Planudes
(fays he) brings Zfopto Babylon, nthe Reign of Lycerus ; where
there never was fuch 2 Prince heard of, from Nabonaffar ( the
firft King of Babylon) to Alexarider the Great,  He tells us of his
going into Zgypt in the Days of Kitig Nefenabo ; 'which Neffe-
nabo came not into- the. World- tilt well nigh’ Two Hundred
Yearsafterhim. And fo he makes him GréethisMiftrifs up-
on his firft Entrance  into his Mafter’s Houle, with 4 bitter
Sentence againft Women out of Euripides ; {as he pretends )
when yet Zfop had been Dead, a matter of Fourfcore Years,be-
fore T other was Born. And once again,He brings him in, Talk=
ing of the Pyraean Port, -in his Fable of the Ape and the Dolphin :
A Port, thit the very Name on’t was never thought of, till 4-
bout the Seventy Sizth Olympiad : And-FEfop was Murder'd, in the
Four and hfti’th.] Thisis enough in-All Confcience; to Excufé any
Man from Jaying aver-much Strefs upori-the Hiftorical Credit of a Re-
Iation, that comes fo Blindly, and (o Varioufly Tranfwitted to us : Ozer
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The PREFACE.

ani above, that it is not one jot to our Bus'nefs ( further than toGra-
tify.an Idle Curiofity) whetber the Fat be True or Falfe; whether
the Man was Streight, or Crooked ; and his Name, Blop, or { as
Jome will have it) Lochman : In all which Cafes, the Reader is Lft
at Liberty to Believe his Pleafure. W are not here upon the Name,
the Perfon, or the Adventures of this Great Man ; bit upon the Sub-
JeE e bis Apologues and Morals ;: And not of His alone, but of fe-
vératgther Emindit M that bive Writken dfter bis Copy ; and a-
bunddhely Contriblited in thofz Labours, to the Delight, ‘Benefit, and
Inftruction of Thofe that were to come after them.

- There are, ft_{b@?{g@,‘&fermfn Set of Morsfe.and UntracEable Spi-
vits.¥n the Watld, that look apon Precepts in Emblem, asthey do upon
Gayrs and PiCtusgs; that areonly fit for Wornen and Children, and
Look uspion them to.be 1o better than the Foolerics of 16 many Old Wives
Tales Thfe re ot of Pspl st are Refsd o be phas'd with
nothingyhat isvot Unfociably Sour,Ill Natur'd,and Treublefome;
Men that make it the Mark-as well as the Prerogative of a Philo-
lofopher;tobe Magifterial,and Churlith 5 4s if @ Man.could not
be Wik and Hopelk without being- Inhumane ; vry T might bave faid,
wishaupusting wn Affront upon Chriftian Charity, Civil Society ,
Becency andGood Manners - Bu: they arenot aware All this while,

that the: Foundations of Knowledge and Virtue are laid in our
Childhaod ; when Nothing goes Kindly down vwith usithat is not Seas
for'd and Adapted o the Palate und Capacity of thofe Tender Years.
“Tisinthe wery Nature of us; firft, to be Inguifive, aind Hankering
after New andNew Sights and Stories : #And 2ttly, No lefs Sollicitons
to:Learn and Undeiftand the; Truth and Meaning of what-we See
and Hear : Sothatperwixt the dndulging and Cylti vating of Ihis Dif-
pofition,or Inclination, on b One band,and.the Aplying of a Pro+
Jitable Moral'to the Figure, or.the Fable, on the Other, bere's the
Sum.of All thatcan be dane upon; the Point qf .2 Timely Difcipline
angd Inflitution, temgrd the Forming of an Honourable; and a Vertu.
ous Life. Mq/% Gertain it is; that without T his Early Care and Ap»
tention, upon.the Main, we are.as &ood as Loft in our very Cradles 3
Jfor the Principles.that we Intbibe in our Youth, we carry commenly to
our Graves ;. anilit. is the Education, in fhort, that makes the Man,
T fpeak Ally.ima Few Wordsy Children are but Blank Paper,
realy Indifferently. for any Imprefion, Good. or. Bad ( for they take
AT upen Credit) and it is-mych in the Power of the firft Comer, to
White Saint, or Devil wpor’t; which of the Lo He pleafes. Wherefore
Let the Method of Commumication be never fo Natural and Agreeable;

) . the

The PREFACE.

orfe fhill, if the Matter be not Suited to the Pru-
:Z;f et:;?l’;ftjv,w:ndftfe flzeﬁfiemeﬁ that is Requifite inthe Exercifeof
Sauch o Fun&ion. New this is a Nicety that Depends, ina Great Mea-
fure, upon the Care, Providence, Sobriety, Condur& and Go?lc?
Ex';mple of Parents, Guardians, Tutors, ¢5c.  Nayit Defcends
tothe very Choice of fuch Nuitfes, Servants, and Familrer C'or.ngam‘
ons,as will apply themfelves Diligently to the Difcharge of T hz:G )fice.
Asit is beyond All Difpute, I ﬁtppoﬁ, that the Pelngt ar;{ Genius
of Children, lies much toward the H,earmé, Learning, and_ dh"‘[g\{ of
Tittle Stories 3 Sothis Confideration bolds forth to usa kind afd ‘l:
tural Direltion to begin our Approaches upon that gu{z‘ﬂer2 towar bt 4
Tnitiating of theminto fome Jort of Senfe, and Underftanding of # ez(;
Duty. And This may moft properly be done in a way of Hlﬂg{}{ an
Moral ; and in fach a manner. that the Truth and Reafon of Things,
may be ’Artiﬁcially and Effectually Infinuated, under the Cover, either
of a Real Fak; or of a Suppofed Cae - But then Thefe very I_gﬂ?anf
T hemfelves may be Gilt and Sweeten’dy as we Order Pills and P.att\orni 5
o as to take off the Difguft of the Remedy 5 for it holds, bal;b in s l:er,
tue, and in Health, that we loveto be !nﬁsm&ed', as well as y;l
ficlcd, with Pleafure. - This is an Article that would bath Bear jll;nll
Requi:‘e a Volume : But without Duwelling.eny longér olt)z it, g a
content my [elf with fome fbart General Fauches, and fo ro;ei{ . 1::
It may be laid down inthe Firft Place, for an QI’nver_fa. A eg
never to fiffer Children to Learn any. thing, {nob- :Seeu;)% B{mt
Hearing, with Them, is Learning) but what they may 2e the. _k_e‘—
ter for All their Livesiafter. And itis not fufficient: neither, éa_l ecp
them clear of any Thought, Word or Deedy that's Foul, Scanda lons,
and Dithoneft ; but there are Twmt_yfnﬁpzd .Twﬁslg,TwZﬁIea,_
Frothy Jefts, and FJingling Witticifms,. tbat Yook,;(:as: if they bad ne_
Hurt in them ; and yet the Wonting of us tathe _‘Z)ﬁ '-;_and . szmggq
Thefe Levities, Leads, and Innures us. to o Mifuinderftanding
of Things, which is no Iefs- Dangerous: tban-a'Coatqgtton'of ,1\742“‘,
ners. Befidothat theré's noneed of 'Entertqtmzzgwbgmthb i ef{‘al
Fupperies,bisving fomuch Choice of Ufeful Mater'atband;and as Gaod
Cheap. Briefly, inthe Cafe of This Method of Fifteaction ond mﬁ;
tistion, let but the Fancyor the Figure'be Clezfﬁwntf‘tqhﬂﬁlit, angdt e
Dotfriniin the Direffion of it can never fail of being fo too.. _Ziuf
without this Guard and Caution upow the Condutt:a the Affair, ?}hw
Humour of Mythology may turn toa Poylon infiead ¢f Nourifh-
tnent : *And- ander the: Pretext of & Le&ureof G:;dz Gove?x_n_e;tf,
Degenerate into an Ehcwragemezt';u\ymlty ond Pebauchs: belg
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while the Memory is Firm, and the fudgment Weak, it is the Di-
reGor’s Part to Judge for the Pupil, and it is the Difciples to Re-
member for Himfelf ;' And we are alfo totake This along with us,
that when a Child has once Contraéted an Ill Train or Habst, it will
Coft as much time to Blot out what be is to Forget, as to Poffefs bim
of what be is to Retain in bis Memory.

Let it not be Undetftood now,as if the Thing it felf were Chi Idifh,
becaufe of the Applicationof it 3 or as if Boys and Men were not
Indifferently of the fame Make, and Accountable. more or Iefs for the
[fame Faculties and Duties. So that the Force and Dignityof This way
of Operation, holds good in all Cafes alike ; For there’s Nothing makes
a Deeper Imprefflon uponi the Minds of Men, or comes Livelyto their
Unlerftanding. than Thofe Inftructive Notices that are Convey'd to
them by Glances, Infinuations, and Surprize ;.and under the Cover of
Jome: Allegory. or Riddle. But, what can be [aid more to the FHonour
of this Symbolical Way of Moralizing upon Tales and Fables ,
than that the Wifdom of the Ancients has been flill Wrapt up in Veils
and Figuves ; and. their Precepts, Councels and [alutary Monitions for
the Ordering of our’ Lives. and Manners, Handed.down to us fromall.
Antiquity underInnuendo’s and Allufions ? For what are the -
gyptian Hierogliphicks,ani the whole Hiftory of the Pagan Gods;
The Hintsyand Fictions ofthé Wife Men of Ol but in Effec?,a kind
of Philofopical Mythology. : Which isy in truth, no other, than a
miore Agreeable Vebicle found:out for Conveying to us the Truth and

" Reafon of Things; through the Medium of Images and . Shadows.
But. what needsany thing more be faid for the. Reputation and Autho-
rityof T his Prattice and%n-z}ention,wnﬁdering the Frequent andthe E-
difying Ufe of “Apologues inHoly Writ :- And ttat our Bleffed Savi-
our Him[elf, has:not only Recommended, but.inculcated, This way of
“Feaching by Parables, both: inbis Dofrine and Ezample , as the
Midis that Divine Providence made ufe-of for Gaining the Idolaters
qiid?fﬁﬁa’e/: ower to:the Chriftian Faith 2 What.vas it that brought,even
David himfelf to7a Sight and Deteftation of bis Sin in.the. Matter of
Uridh and to'a Senfe of his Diity, by the  Propher Nathan’s telling
hitn a Story at a Diftance (and by God’s Quwin DirecFion too) of a Rich
Marthat had:a'World of Sheep himfelf, and forcd; away a
Poor Man’s Oply Lamb from him,’ that he Lov'd ashis Own
Soul ? How did David take Fireat this Iniguityin Another: Man, till
npont fecond Thonghts his Gonfcience brought it home:to bis Own Cafe,
ariid forc’d bim té?faﬁ Fudgiment. upon Hz%nfe‘lf 2. Now.thig is but ac-
cortlingto" the-Natuval Biufs' of- Human Frajlty, for exery. Manto b;
ERR &k Partial
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Partialto bis own Blind-fide,and toEzclaim againft the veryCounter-
part of his Own Daily Praffice. Aswhaf's moreOrdinary, for Example,
than to have the moft Arbitraryof Tyrants,to fet up for the Advocates
and Patronsof Common Liberty ; of for the moft Profligate of Scof-
fers and Atheifts,to Value themfelves upon a Zeal for the Power,ani
Purity of the Golpel ? In twolW ords,What’s moreFamiliar than to fee
Men Fighting the Liord’s Battles (as they call it) againft Blafphe-
my and Prophanenefs,with One hand ;and at the fame time offer-
ing Violence to bis Holy Altars, Church and Minifters with the
Other ! Now Thefe People are ot be ‘dealt withal but by a Train of
Myftery and Circumlocution 3 e Downtight Admonition Jooks liker
the Reproach of an Enemy, then the Advice of a Frietid ;o at the
Beft, it is but the Good Office of & Man that bas an Ill Opiriion of us :
And we do not Naturally Love to be Told of our Faults,by the Wit-
nefles of our Failings. Some People are too Proud, t6o Surly, tos
-Impudent, too Incorrigible, either to Bear, or to Mend upon the Li-
berty of Plain Dealing. Otbers are'too Big again, too Powerful,
200 Vinditive, and Dangerous, for eitber Reproof or Councel,
in Direct Terms. They Hateany Man that’s but Confeious of their
Wickednefs, and their Miferyis like the Stone in the Bladder; There
are Many Things Good for't, but there’s no coming at it ; and neither
the Pulpit, the Stage, nor the Prefs, Dares fo much as Touch upon't.
How much are we Oblig’d then, to thofe Wile, Good:-Men, that bave
furniflid the World with o furre, and fo Pleafant an Expedient, for
theRemoving of All ThefeDifficulties | And toBfop in the Firft Place,
as the Founder, and Original Author, or Inventer of This Art of
Schooling Mankind into Better Manners 5 by “Minding Men of their
Errorswithout Twitting them for what's” Amif5, and by that Means
Flafbing theLight of their OwnConfciencesin their OwnFuces. We are
brought Naturally ‘enough, by the Fudgment we pafs upon the Vices
und Follies of . our Neigb%our:,to the Sight and Senfe of our own'; and.
Efpecially, when we are led to the Knowledge of the Truth of Matters
by Significant Types,and Proper Réfemblances ; for we are much
more Affetted with the Images of things,than with the True Reafor
of them. . Men'that areShot-free againftAllthe Attagues of Honour,
Conftience;Shame,Good Faith, Humanity,or Conmon Juftice,
have yet fome- Weak-fide or other,like Achille’s Heel, that was never
dipt ; and This Contrivance of Application,by Hints and Glances, is
the Only wayunder the Heavénsto Hit it. [ Who fhallfay toa King,
What doft thou 2] comes up to the very Strefs of this Topique.
There’sno Meddling  with: Princes, either by Text, or xgﬁgum;nt'
. ‘ orality
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rality is not the Province of a Cabinet-Councel : 4nd Ghoftly
1\lglzft)tllj\,ers}.,gz'gm'fy no more then Spiritual Bug-bears, in the Cafe of an
Unaccountable Priviledge. Tell the Houfe of Ifrael of their Slps,
and the Houfe of Facob of their Tranfgreﬁions;' was a G.m‘de,
Undoubtedly, like an Old Almanack, for the Tear ‘twas Writ in;
but Change of Timesand Humours, calls for New Meafures and
Manners ; and what cannot be done by the Dint of Authority,or Per-
fwafion, in the Chappel, or in the Clo{'e‘t, muft be brought about by
the Side-Wind of a Lecture from the Fields, and the Forrefts. As
the Fable of the Raging Lion Preaches Caution,and Moderation
to the Exiravagances of Cruelynd Ambitious Rulers, by/bewing
them that T yranny is the Scourge of ,Hurnane Nature,in Oppofiti=
on to All theBleffings of aWell-Order’dGovernment ; and that they
do butPlague other People, totheir Own Infamy, and Ruin. The
Old Lion'in Difgrace, Reads a Leffonto us of the Improvidence;
and the Defperate Confequences of a Riotous, and 2 Carelefs
Youth, The Fox in the Well, holds forth to us upon the Chapter of
aLate Repentance. The Frogs Petitioning for a King, bids Peo-
plebaveacare of Struggling with Heaven for they know not what.
1t is Certainly True, that the moft Innocent Iluftrations of this Quality
may lie open to a Thoufand Abufes and Miftakes,by a Diftorted Mif>
application of them to Political, or Perfonal Meanings; bur Thofe
Capricious Fault-Finders, may as well pick a Quarrel with the
Decalogue it felf, uponthe Jame Pretence 3 if they fhall come once to
Apply to This or That Particular Wicked Man, the General Rules
“that are Deliver'd for the Government of Mankind, under fuch and
Juch Probibitions ; as if the Commandments that Require Obedience,
and Forbid Murder, Uncleanefs, Theft, Calumny, and the like,
were to be Struck out of the Office,and Indited, for a Libellous In-
nuendo upon All the Great Men that come to be Concern’d in'the Pains.
and Forfeitures therein Contain’d. In fine, ’tis the Confcience of the
Guilty, in Al Thefe Cafes, that makes the Satyr.: Here is enough
faid, as to the Dignity, and Ufefulnefs of This way of Informing the
“Underftanding what we Ought to do, and of Difpofing the Will
to At in a Conformityto that Preception of Things hazing fo Clear
an Evidence of Divine Authority, as well as the PraCtice of the
Beft of Men, and of Times, together with the Curvent of Common
Confent, Agreeing all in {?zwour of it. IJball now Wind up what 1
“bave to fay, as to the Fables Themfelves, the Choice, te Intent,
and the Order of them, iin a very Few Words. o
When I Firft put Pen to Paper -upon This Defign, I fad in my
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Eye. snly:the Common School-Book, as 5t ffands b the Cambi"idge

-and Qxford Editions of i, ander the Title of {[‘Efopi Phrygis
Fabulz ; unacum Nonnullis Variorum Autorim Fabulis Ad.
Jelhis.: | Propounding to my - felf at that Time, ts follow the-wery
:Coarfe and. Series of  that. CollecFion 5 and-in' One Word, to Try what
amigiot be done; bymakingthe Beft of the Whole, anit Adapting Propr
-and Ufefill DolErines o the feveral parts of it, toward the turning of
.an-Bxcellent Latin Mannel of Movats-and Good' Conircels, into'a
TolerableEnglithOne? But uponfiimbling Matters and T houghts
stogether,andldying One thing by Another ; the wery Skite and Condi-
tiomof ‘he Gafe Before me, together with the Nature arid the Reafon of

thed bingsgave mee to Underftand, that-this way of Proceeding would
ezer Anfoerimy End. dnfomuch,that upon this Confderation, I Con-
Jolsed atherYeifims of the fume Fables; and made my Pe of the
Choice. Some that were T'wice or Thrice over, mind" only the felf
Jame Thing. in other ‘Words; Thefe 1 Jtruck out; anid made Ong
Specimen. ferve for the reft. To fay Nothing of - heve and there i
Trivial, or a Loofe Conceit in the’ Medly, more than Tbis ; that Jich
as they aves I 'was under fome fort of - Obiigation to hke them i for
mpany; andin fhort,Good, Bad, and Fudsfferent, One with Ansthe,

to the Number.in the Total, of 383 Fables. To thefe; Thave likewife
Jabjoin'd a€onfiderable Addition of other:SelecF Apologues,  vut of
the moft Celebrated  Anthors that are Extany upon thit Sobjec?, to-
wards the Finifbing of the Work. As Phadrus, Camerarius, Avi-
enus, Neveletus, Apththonius, Gabrias, or Babrias, Baudoir,
La Fontain, Afope en Belle Humeir, Audin, e, R
. Another Man in my Place now, would perbaps take it for o Notable
Stroke of Art, Good Breeding, to Complerent tﬁe Rédder with Twen-
ty Fooleriesiof Apology,and Excule, fbr fuch an Oidertakiniy = As
1f the Honeftest, and the moft Neceffary Part of o Mex'’s Lifesmd
Bus'nefs, were a thing tobe Afbanid of. Now Al that T have to fay
upon this Common. Place, is in Three Words, thut'I meant well in
what 1 bave dine 3 and.let the Performancé be what ¥ wifl, T Com-
fort my felf-yet.in the. Confoience of a Good Inténtioh. - T/ball: riot
Charge anyof My Failingsupors the Iniportinity of iy Friendsthaigh

1 have not wanted Earneft and Powirful Tnftances and Encorrage:
ments to proceed upon This- Work ; over aridabove the Impilfe of 4 Na:
tural Curiofity and Inclinbionthat led-me to's. Butithefe-were Tomp-
tations that [ copld Eafilybave Refifted, or puut by, iri favour'of a
Carcafs that’s in a inantier,paft Labour ; if it bad not been for Antiber
Motive,that 1/ball now tellthe Reader in Confidence,and fo Conclyle.

This
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This Rhapfody of Fables is s Book Uriiverfally Read,and Tqugiét

“in All our Schools; -but alrioft o Juch.a Rate.as wé Teach Pyes.and

Parrots, that Pronounce the Wards without fo much-as Gueffing at:#he
Meaning of them : Or totakeit. Another waysthe Boys bredk their Tieth

-upon the Shells, - without ever..coming near. the. Kernel.. . They Ledin

the Fables by Leflons, and the Moral is the léaft part of our Careina
Child’s Inftitution : fothat take Both togetber, and the One ik ftark Non-
Sence, without the Application of the Otber ;.befide that the Dofrine it
Jelfy @5 we bave ity even at the Beft; falls Infinitely fhort of :the
Vigour and Spirit of the Fable.- To fupply This DefecE aw, we have
bad feveral Engliflh Paraphrafes and Effays upon FBfop, and Divers
of bis Followers, both inProfe and Verfe : the Latter have percharice
Ventur'd alittle too far from the Precife Scte .of the -Author upiri-the
Privilege of a Poetical Licenfe.: And ﬁ)r the Other of Ancient Date,

the Morals are f Infipid and Flat, ‘and the Style.and Ditioniof

the Fables, fo Coarfe and Uncouth, that they are rather Dangerous,
then Profitable, s to the \Purpofe they were Principally Intended for
und likely. to do Forty times mare Mifchief by the Onethen Goodby the
Other. An Emblem without 4 Key to't, is no more then.a Talé of a
Tub ; and that Tale fillilyteld too, is but One Folly Grafted upon: Ario-
ther.  Children are to be Taught in the firfl-Place, what.they Ought o
do. 2dly, T'he Manner of Doing it : And in the third-Plate, ' they
are to be Innur'd by the Force of Inftruction and Good Example, %o
the Love and Prattice of Doing their Duty ; wheréas on the Con-
trary, One Step out. of -the way in the Infhitution, is encugh to
Poyfon the Peace, - and the Reputation of "a whole Life.: : Whether T
bavey in this Attempt, Contributed or not, to the Improvement of thefe
Fables, eitber inthe Wording, or the Meaning of them, the Book muft
ﬁand or Fall to itﬁlf = But this I fhall Adventure to Pronounce upori the
‘whole Matter, that the Text is Englifh, and the Morals, in fare
Jort, Accommadate to the Allegory'; which could bardly be faid of All
the Tranflationsy gr Reflexions before-mention’d, which have fero'dyin
truth, (or at leaft {ome of them) rather to teach us what we fhould Not
doy then what-we {hould. - So that in thi Pablifbing of thefe Papers'{
bave done my Beft to Obviate « Common Inconvenience,or, to fpeak
Plainly, the Mortal Error of pretending to Ere(f a Building upon a
Falfe Foundation :* Leaving the whole World to take the fame Freedom
with Me, that have done with Others::. Provided that they do not
Impute the Faults, and the Mif-Pointings of the Prefs, to the Au-

thor, and that they Confult the Errata for other Miftakes,
' THE
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LIFE
A S O P

Cuar L
Of Alfop’s Conntry, Condition, and Perfon.

S O P (according to Planudes , Camerarius and

Others) wasby birth, of Ammorius,a Town in the

Greater Phrygia ; (though fome will have him to be

a Thracian, others a Semian )g)f a mean Condition,

and in his perfon deformed, to the higheft degree : Flat-Nosd,
Hunch-Back'd, Blobber-Lippd; a Long Mithapen Head ; His
Body Crooked all over; Big-Bellyd, Baker-Legg’d, and his
Complexion fo fwarthy, that he took his very Name from't ;
for Zfop is thefame with Zthiop. ) And he was not only Un-
happy in the moft feandalous Figure of a Man, that ever was
feard of ; but he was in a manner Tongue-Tyd too, by
fuch an Impediment in his fpeech, that People could very hardly
underftand what he faid. This Imperfection is faid, tohave been
the moft fenifible part of his Misfortune ; for the Excellency of his
Mind might otherwife have Atton’d infome Meafure, for the
Uncouth Appearancé of his Perfon (atleaft if That Part of his
Hiftory may pafs for Current.) There goes a Tradition, that he
had the good Hap to Relieve certain Priefts that were Hungry,
and out of their way, and to fet them Right again ; and that for
that good Office;he was upon their Prayers,brought to the Ulfe of
hisTongue : But Camerarins, whom I fhall Principally follow, has
no Faith in the Miracle, And fo He begins his Hiftory with the
(a) tracing
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tracing of him to Samos, and from thence Profecutes it through
the moft Remarkable Paffiges of his Life, to the Laft Barba-
rous Violence upon him at Delphos. As to his Impediment in
his fpeech, whether there wereany fuch thing or Not, or how
he came to be cur'd of it, the Reader isat Liberty what to Be:
lieve and what Not. ~ And fo likewife for Twenty Other Paf-
fages up and down this Hiftory ; Some of them too Trivial ,
and others too Grofs to be taken Notice of, Upon this Argu-
ment and Occafion : Let it fuffice, that (according to the Com-
mon Tradition ) he had been Already T'wice Bought and Sold ;
and fo we fhall Date the Story of his Adventures; from his
Entrance into the Service of at leafta Third Mafter.

Asto the Age helividin, it is Agreed upon among the An-
tients, that it was when Creefus Govern'd Lydia ; as alfo that
Xanthus, a Samian, was his Mafter.  Herodotus will have it to
be one fadmon a Samian too ; but ftill according to the Current
of moft Writers, Xantbus was the Man.

Cuar 1L

ZEfop and bis Fellow-flaves Upon their Fourney
to Ephefus.

T was Zfop’s Fortune to be fent to Epbefas, in Compant

leth other Slavesto be fold. His Mafter hgd{g;eat many%m?i
dens to Carry, and Efopbeggd of his Companions not to over
Charge him. They found him a Weakling , and bad him
pleafe himfelf. The Parcel that he Pitch’d upon wasa Panier of
Bread ; and twiceas heavy as any of the reft. They called
him a thoufand Fools for his pains, and fo took up their Lug-
gage, and away they Trudg'd together. About Noon, they

had their Dinner deliverd out of Zfp’s Basket, which made -

his Burden Lighter by one half in the Afternoon, then it had
been in the Morning : And after the next Meal he had Nothing
left him to Carry, but an Empty Basket. His Fellow-Slaves
began Now to Underftand, that Z(6p was not fo Arrant a Fool
as they took him for ; and that they Themfelves had not half
the Wit they Thought they had,
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Cuar JIL

Hop is accusd by Falfe Witneffes for Stealing bis
Moafter's Figs ; and brings bimfelf off by bis Wits,
to the Confufion of bis Accufars.

; S O P was not of a Make to do his Mafter much Credit
|, in the Quality of a Houfbold Servant : So that he rather
fent him abroad intothe Fields a Digging, and totake care of his
Husbandry. By thetime he had been there a While, his Mafter
went out after him to fee how he went on with his Work ; and
found Every thing done much to his Satisfattion. In this Inte-
rim comes a Countryman to him with a Prefent of moft Delicious
Figs ; which he was fo Wonderfully delighted with , that he
gave them in Charge to his Boy Agathopus to fee them carefully
laid up till he came back again from the Bath, whither he was
then a going.  Zfop, it feems, was now gone home upon fome
Particular Bufinefs, and Agathopus laid hold of This Occafion
to tell One of his Companions, of a Defign he had, both upon
the Figs, and upon their Fellow-Servant. What bave we more to do
fays he, than to Stuff our Guts with Thefe Figs our felves, and
then lay the Roguery upon Efop, who is at This Inflant in the
Houfe where they are 2 And then, when our Mafter comes to Examine
the Matter, we are Two Witne[Jes to One againft bim, which will make it
Joclear a Cafe, that the Silly Cur will not bave the Face to Deny the
Faff. The Plot, in fhort, was agreed upon; and to work
they went, upon the Figs, making themfelves Merry upon E-
very Bit they Swallow’d, to Confider how Zfop’s Carcafe was to
pay for All
The Mafter, upon his coming from the Bath, call’d imme-
diately for his Figs, and hearing that Z/op had been beforehand
with him, he fent for him in a Rage, and Rattled him with a
Thoufand Traytors and Villains, for Robbing'his Houfe, and De-
vouring the Fruit that he had fet apart for his own Palate. This
Miferable Wretch, heard, and underftood All that was faid ; but
by Reafon of an Imperfe&tion in his Speech, he was notable to
{peak one Word in his Own Defence. His Enemies in the
mean time Infulting over him, and calling for Fuftice upon fo
Infolent a Cheat. They were now advancing from Reproches
to Blows,When Z/op caft himfelf at his Mafter’s Feet,and begg’d
his Patience only till he might go out, and come inagain. He
(a=2) went
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tracing of him to Samos, and from thence Profecutes it through
the moft Remarkable Paffiges of his Life, to the Laft Barba-
rous Violence upon him at Delphos. As to his Impediment in
his fpeech, whether there wereany fuch thing or Not, or how
he came to be cur'd of it, the Reader isat Liberty what to Be:
lieve and what Not. ~And fo likewife for Twenty Other Paf-
fages up and down this Hiftory ; Some of them too Trivial ,
and others too Grofs to be taken Notice of, Upon this Argu-
ment and Occafion ¢ Let it fuffice, that (according to the Com-
mon Tradition ) he had been Already Twice Bought and Sold ;
and {o we fhall Date the Story of his Adventures; from his
Entrance into the Service of at leafta Third Mafter.

Asto the Age heliv'd in, it is Agreed upon among the An-
tients, that it was when Crefus Govern'd Lydia ; as alfo that
Xantbus, a Samian, was his Mafter.  Herodotus will have it to
be one Fadmon a Samian too ; but ftill according to the Current
of moft Writers, Xantbus was the Man.

Cuar 1L

ZEfop and bis Fellow-flaves Upon their Fourney
to Ephefus.

T was Zfop’s Fortune to be fent to Epbefas, in Co \
Iwith other Slaves to be fold. His Mafter hgdfg;eat manmy}l).;:;r)z
dens to Carry, and Efopbeggd of his Companions not to over
Charge him. They found him a Weakling , and bad him
pleafe himfelf. The Parcel that he Pitch’d upon wasa Panier of
Bread ; and twiceas heavy as any of the reft, They called
him a thoufand Fools for his pains, and fo took up their Lug-
gage, and away they Trudg'd together. About Noon, they

had their Dinner deliverd out of Zfp’s Basket, which made -

his Burden Lighter by one half in the Afternoon, then it had
been in the Morning : And after the next Meal he had Nothing
left him to Carry, but an Empty Basket. His Fellow-Slaves
began Now to Underftand, that Zfop was not fo Arrant a Fool
as they took him for ; and that they Themfelves had not half
the Wit they Thought they had,

Cuap
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Cuar. IIL

Zfop is accusd by Falle Witneffes for Stealing bis
Mufter's Figs 5 and brings bimfelf off by bis Wits,
to the Confufion of bis Accufars.

;{ZJ: SO P wasnotof a Make to do his Mafter much Credit
|, in the Quality of a Houfbold Servant : So that he rather
fent him abroad into the Fields a Digging, and totake care ofhis
Huysbandry. By the time he had been there 2 While, his Mafter
went out after him to {ce how he went on with his Work ; and
found Every thing done much to his Satisfattion. In this Inte-
rim comes a Countryman to him with a Prefent of moft Delicious
Figs ; which he was fo Wonderfully delighted with , that he
gave them in Charge to his Boy Agathopus to fee them carefully
Iaid up till he came back again from the Bath, whither he was
then a going.  Zfop, it feems, was now gone home upon fome
Particular Bufinefs, and Agathopus laid hold of This Occafion
to tell One of his Companions, of a Defign he had, both upon
the Figs, and upon their Fellow-Servant. What have we more to do
fays he, than to Stuff our Guts with Thefe Figs our felves, and
then lay the Roguery upon FEfop, who is at This Inftant in the
Houfe where they are ¢ And then, when our Mafter comesto Examine
the Matter, we are Two Witne[les to One againft bim, which will make it
Joclear a Cafe, that the Silly Cur will not bave the Face to Deny the
Faff. The Plot, in fhort, was agreed upon ; and to work
they went, upon the Figs, making themfelves Merry upon E-
very Bit they Swallow’d, to Confider how Zfop’s Carcafe was to

pay for All
The Mafter, upon his coming from the Bath, calld imme-
diately for his Figs, and hearing that Zfop had been beforehand
with him, he fent for him in a Rage, and Rattled him with a
Thoufand Traytors and Villains, for Robbing'his Houfe, and De-
vouring the Fruit that he had fet apart for his own Palate. This
Miferable Wretch, heard, and underftood All that was faid ; but
by Reafon of an Imperfection in his Speech, he was notable to
{peak one Word in his Own Defence. His Enemies in the
mean time Infulting over him, and calling for Jaftice upon fo
Infolent a Cheat. They were now advancing from Reproches
to Blows,When Z/op caft himfelf at his Mafter’s Feet,and begg’d
his Patience only till he might go out, and come inagain. He
(a2) went
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went his way immediately, and fetch’d a Veflel of Warm Water;
took a Large Draughtof it, in his Mafters Prefence, and with his
Finger in his Throat brought itall Clear up again withoutany O-
ther Mixture. After This Experiment upon Himfelf, he gave his
Matfter to Underftand, that if he would be pleafed to put his Acca-
Jersto the Same Teft, he fhould quickly fee what was become of
his Figs. The Propofal feem’d fo Reafonablethat he Order’d 4ga-
tophus and his Fellow to dothe Like. They made fome Difficulty
atfirft of following Zfops Example ; but in the end, upon tak-
ing a Soup of the fame Liquor, their Stomachs Wambled, and
up came the Water, Figs and all. Upon This Evidence of the Trea-
chery and Falfhood of Agathopus and his Companion, the Mafter
Order’d them tobe Soundly Lafh’d, and made good the Old
Saying, Harm Watch, Harm Catch.

Cuar IV,
The Sale of Afop to Xanthus.
U PON the Merchants Arrival at Epbefus, he made a

quick Riddance of All his Slaves but Three. That is to
{ay,a Myfician, an Orator, and Zfop. He drefs'd up the Two
Former in Habits anfwerable to their Profeffion, and Carry'd
them to Samos, as the Likelieft Place fora Chapman. He
thew’d them there in the open Market, with £fp for a Fool

betwixt them; which fome People took much offence at.

While they were attending upon the Place, there came among
other Samians, one Xanthus an Eminent Philofopher of that City.
with a Train of his Difciples at his Heels. "The Philofopher was
mightily pleafed with the Two Youths, and ask’d them one af-
ter another about their Profeffion, and what they could do. The
one told him he could do any thing, the other that he could do
evry thing ; this fet Z/op alaughingat’em. The Philofopher's
Pupils would Needs know what it was that made Z/fop fo mer-
ty.  Why fays he, if the Queftion had been put by your Ma-
fter, Ifhould havetold him the reafon of it.

Xanthus in the mean time was beating the Price of the Two
other Slaves, but the Terms werefohigh, that he was juft upon
turning about to go his way, Only the Pupils would needs have
him put the fame Queftions firft to the III favour'd Fellow, that
he had done to the other Two ; and fo Xanthus, for the Humour

fake,
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fake, Interrogated fop what He could do.  Nothing at all, fays
he. ‘How comes That fays the Philofopher ? My Companions,
fays the Other, Undertake every thing, and there’s Nothing left
forme todo. This gavethem to Underftand,that the Man knew
well enough what he faid, and what he Laugh’d at. Well!
fays Xanthus, but if I fhould give Money for you Now, would
you be Good and Honeft ? I'll be That, fays Z/op whether you
Buy me or No. Ay, buttellme again fays the Philofopher,
Won't you run away ? Pray fays Zfop, did you ever hear of a
Bird in a Cage that told his Mafter he Intended to make hisEf- ~
cape ; Xanthus was well enough pleafed with the Turn and
Quicknefs of his Wit; but fays he, That Unlucky Shape of
yours will fet People a Hooting and Gaping at you wherever
you go. A Philofopher fays Zfop fhould valuea man for his
Mind, Not for his Body. This prefence of Thought gave Xan-
thus a High Opinion of the Wifdom of the Man ; and {o hebad
the Merchant fet him his Loweft Price of That Miferable Crea-
ture. Why fays he, you had as good Cheapena Dunghil; but if
you'll bid me like a Chapman for either of the Other Two, you
fhall have this Phantome into the Bargain. Very good fays the
Philofopher ; and withoutany more a do whats' your felling
Price? The Merchant {peaks the Word, The Philofopher pays
the Money, and takes Efop away with him.

Cuar. V.,
Xanthus Prefents Afop to bis WWife.

ANTHUS had no fooner madehis Purchafe,and car-

ry'd his Jewel home with him, but, having akind of

a Nice Froward Piece to his Wife,the Great Difficulty washow
to put her in humour for the Entertainment of this Monfter,with-
out throwing the Houfe out at the Window. My Dear, fays he,
You have been often complaining of Carelefs Servants. ; And 1
have bought you one Now that I am Confident will fit your
Turn. He fhall Goand Come,and Wait, and do Every thing as
you would have him ; Oh, your Servant Sweet heart fays fhe,
but what did he Coft you ? Why truly very Reafonable ; but at
Prefent He'sa Little Tann’d,and out of cafe you muft know, with
his Journey, fays the Husband,and fo he Order'd him to be calld
in. ~ The Cunning Gipfy fmoak'd the Matter prefently].vI So{r{ne
Monfter
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Monfter fays fhe, I'll be Hanged elfe. Wife, Wife, fays Xantbus,
If youare a good Women, That that Pleafes Me Muft Pleafe You
too. While Thefe Words werebetween his Lips, up comes Z/op
towards them ; fhe gave him a Fierce Look, and Immediately:
difcharg’d herCholer upon herHusband. Is thisa Man,or a Beaff?
fays fhe, and what Clearer Proof in the World Could You have
given me Now, of an Infufferable Hatred and Contempt ; Zfop
faid not one Word all This While ; ’till Xanthus Rouz'd him
with a Reproof.  Oh Villain! fays he ; to havea Tongue and
Wit at Willupon All other Occafions,and not one Diverting Syl-
lable Now ata Pinch, to Pacify your Miftrefs ! Zfsp, after a fhort
Paufe upon't, Bolted out an old Greek Saying, which is in Englifh
to this Effedt, From Lying atthe Mercy of Fire, Water, and a Wicked
Woman, Good Lord Deliver us. 1f the Wife was heartily angry be-
fore, This Scomm made her Stark Mad, and the Reproche was
fo Cutting too, that Xanthus himfelf did not well know how to
take it. But Zfop brought himfelf off again from the Malice of
any ill Intention, by a Paffage out of Euripides to this Purpofe.
The Raging of aTempeftuous Sea ; The Fury of a Devouring Fire, and
the Pinching Want of Neceffaries for Life, are Three Dreadful Things,
and a Body might reckon up ‘a Thoufand more ; but all this is
Nothing to the Terrible Violences of an Impetuous Woman, and there
fore fays he, Make your felf as Glorious on theother fide, in the
Rank of Good Women. Vavafor the Jefuite, in his De Ludicré Di-
¢Fione, takes Notice of a Blunder here in the Chronology of the
Story. For Zfop was Murderd at leaft Fourfcore Years before
Euyripides was Born.  But to follow the Thrid of the Relation ;
Upon  this Oblique Admonition, the Woman came to her felf
again. And took Zfop into her good Graces, who render’d his
Mafter and Miftrefs All the Offices of a Faithful Servant.

CuHar. VL
ZEfop’s Aﬁfwer to 2 Garduner.

S OME Two or Three Days after the Encounter above
mentioned, Xanthus took Zfop along with him to a Gar-
den tobuy fome Herbs, and the Gard’ner {ecing him in a Habit
ofa Philofopher, told him the Admiration he was in,, to find how
much fafter Thofe Plants thot up that Grow of their own Accord,
than Thofe that he fet Himfelf, though he took never fo much

Care
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Care about them.  Now youthat are a Philofopher, Pray will
ybu tell me the meaning of This? Xantbus had no better an-
fwer at hand, then to tell him, That Providence would have it {o :
Whereupon &fop brake out intoa Loud Laughter. Why how
now Ye flave You, fays Xanthus, what do you Laugh at?
ZEfop took him afide and told him, Sir,T Laughat your Ma-
fter, that Taught Youno better: for what fignifies a Gen'al
Anfwer to a Particular Queftion? And 'tis no News Neither
that Providence orders All Things : But if you’llturn him over
to me, You fhall fee Il give him anotherfort of Refolve. Xan-
thus told the Gard'ner, that it was below a Philofopher to bufy
hishead about fuch Trifles ; but fays he, If you havea Curiofi-
ty to be better Inform'd, you fhalldowell to ask my Slave here,
and fee what he'll fay to you. Upon this, the Gard’ner put the
Queftion to Zfop, Who gave him this Anfwer. The Earth
is in the Nature of a Mother to what She brings forth of
hre Self, out of her own Bowels ; Whereas She is only a
kind of a Step-Dame, in The Production of Plants that are Cul-
tivated and Affifted by The Help and Induftry of Another : fo
that it’s Natural for her to Withdraw her Nourithment from
the One, towards The Relief of the Other. The Gardrer,
upon this, wasfo well fatisfied, That he would take no Mo-
ney for his Herbs, and defired /fop to make Ufe of his Garden
for the future, asif it were his own.

There are feveral Stories in Planudes, that I fhall pafs over
in this Place (fays Camerarius ) as not worth the while: Parti-
cularly The Fables of the Lentills, the Bath, the Sow's Feet, and
feveral Little Tales and Jefts thatI take to be neither well Laid,
nor well put together ; Neither isit any matter, in Relations
of this Nature, Whether they be True or Falfe, butif they be
Properand Ingenious ; and fo contriv’d, that the Reader or the
Hearer may be the better for them, That’s as much as is requir-

* ed : Wherefore I fhall now Commit to Writing Two Fables or

Stories, One about the bringing his Miftrefshome again, when
fhe had left her Husband ; Which is drawn from the Model
of a Greek Hiftory fet out by Paufanias in his Defcription of Be-
tia; The Other, upon the Subjec of a Treat of Neats Tongues,
which was taken from Bias, as we have it from Platarch in his
Convivium Septem Sapientum,




The Liv5 of £SO P,

Cuare. VIL

Hfop's Invention vo bring bis Miftrefs back again to ber
Husband, after fbe bad Lefi bim.

HE Wife of Xanthus was wellborn and wealthy, but fo
Proud and Domineering withal, as if her Fortuneand her
Extiation had Entituled her to the Breeches. She was Horribly
Bold,Medling,and Ezpen/sve ; ( as that fort of Women common-
ly are ) Eafily put off the Hooks, and Monftrous hard to be
pleafed again: Perpetually chattering at her Husband, and
upon All occafions of controverfy, Threatning him to be gone.
It came to this at Laft, That Xanthuss ftock of Patience being
quite fpent, he took up a Refolution of going another way to
Work with her, and of trying a Courfe of Severity, fince there
was nothing to be done with her by Kindnefs. But this Expe-
riment, inftead of mending The matter, made it worfe ; for up-
on harder Ufage, The Woman grew Defperate, and went away
from him i Earneft. She was as Bad ’tis true as Bad might
well be, and yet Xanthus had a kind of Hankering for her ftill:
Befide that there was matter of Intereft in the Cafe : and a Pe-
ftilent Tongue fhe had, that the Poor Husband Dreaded above
all things Under the Sun : but the man was willing however to
make the Beft of a Bad Game, and fo his Wits and his Friends
were fet at Work, in the faireft Mariner that Might be, to get her
home again.  But there was No good to be done in't it feems 5
and Xanthus was fo vifibly out of Humour upon’t, that Zfop in
Pure Pity bethought himfelf Immediately how to Comfort him.
Come Mafter (fays he) Pluck up a good heart ; for 1 havea Pro-
jeét in my Noddle that hall bring my Miftrels to you back a-
gain, with as good a Will asever the went from you. What
does me Zfop, but away Immediately to the Market among the
Butchers, Poulterers, Fithmongers, Confectioners, . for the
Beft of Every thing that was in Seafon. Nay he takes private
People in his way too, and Chops into the very houfe of his Mi-
fireffes Relations, as by Miftake. This Way of Proceeding fet
the whole Town a Gog to know the Meaning of all this Butftle,
and Zfop innocently told every body That his Mafter's Wife
was runaway from him, and he had Marry'd ancther : His
Friends up and down were all Invited to come and make Mer-
ry with him, and This was to be the Wedding Feaft. The News
flew
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flew like Light'ning, and happy were they could carry the Firft
Tydings of 1t to the Run-away-Lady: ( for every body knew Zfop
to bea Servant in That Family.) It Gathered in the Rolling, as
all Other Stories do in the Telling: Efpecially where Womens
Tongues and Paffions have the fpreading of thém. The Wife,
that was in her Nature Violent, and Unfteady, order’d her Cha-
riot to be made ready Immediately, and away fhe Pofts back to
her Husband : falls upon him with Outrages of Looks and Lan-
guage; and after the Eafing of her mind a Little; No Xanthus,
fays the, Do not you Flatter your felf with the hopes of Enjoy-
ing another Woman while Tam alive. Xanthus look'd upon this
as otie of Zfop’s Mafter-pieces ; and for that Bout All was well
again betwixt Mafter and Miftrefs.

Cuar. VIII
An Entertainment of Neats Tongues.

g OME few days after the Ratification of This Peace, Xanthus
v ) Invited feveral Philofophers of his Acquaintance to Supper
withhim; and Charges Z/op to make the Beft Provifion he could
think of, for their Entertainment. Z/op had a Wit waggifh E-
nough, and This General Commiffion furnithed him with Mat-
ter to work upon. So foon as ever the Guefts were fet down at
the Table, Xanthus calls for Supper, and Expeéted no lefs thana
very Splendid Treat. "The Firft Service was Neats Tongues {liced,
which the Philofophers took Occafion to Difcourfe and Quibble
upon ina Grave Formal way, as7#e Tongue (for the purpofe )
i the Oracle of Wifdom, and the liké.  Xantbus, upon This, calls
for a Second Courfe, and after Thaf for a Third, and fo for a
Fourth, which were All Tongues, over and over again fll,
only feveral ways Drefled : Some Boil'd, Others Fryd, and
fome again fervd up in Soupe, which put Xanthus into a Furi-
ous Paffion.  Thou Villain, fayshé, Is this according to my
Order, to have Nothing but Tongues upon Tongues ? Sir {ays Zfop,
without any hefitation, Since it is my Ill fortune to fall under this
Accufation, Ido Appeal to All Thefe Learned Perfons, whether
T'have done Well, o Ill, and pay’d that Refpect to your Order

which I ought to do.
Your order was, That I fhould rake the Beft Provifion that
Tcould think of for the Entertainment of Thefe Excellent Per-
(b) fons,

9
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fons, and if the Zongue be the Key that Leads Us into All Know-
ledge, what could be more proper and fuitable then a Feaft of
Tongues for a Philofopbical Banguet 2 o

When Xanthus found the Sence of the Table to be on Z/op’s
fide ; Well my Friends fays he; Pray will You Eat with me to
Morrow, and Il try if Ican mend your Chear; and Mr. Major
Domo, fays he to Zfop, let it be the Care of your Gravity and
Wifdom to provide us a Supper to Morrow, of the very worft
Things You can Think of. ,

Caar. IX.
A Second Treat of Tongues.

§§ ANTHU S's Guefts met again The Next day accor-

ding to The Appointment ; and Zfsp had provided them
the very fame Services of Zongues and Tongues o%er and over, as
they had the night before. Sirrah (fays Xanthus to his Servant )
what's the Meaning of This ; That Zongues fhould be the Beff of
Meats One Day, and the Worft the Other 2 Why Sir fays he, There
is notany Wickednefsunder the Sun, That the Tongue has not a
part in. As Murders, Treafons, Violence, Injuttice, Frauds, and
All Manner of Lewdnefs: for Counfels muft be firft Agitated,
The Matter in Queftion Debated, Refoly’d upon, and Commu-
nicated by Words, before the Malice comes tobe executed in Faét.
Tongue Whither wilt Thou! (fays the Old Proverb ) 1 go to Build
(fays the Tongue, ) and 1 go to pull down.

This Petulant Liberty of E[éf;, Gall'd his Mafter to the very
Soul of him, and one of the Guefts, to Help forward his Evil
Humour; Cry’d out, 7'is Fellow is enough to make a Body Mad.
Sir (fays Zfop) you have very Little Buénefs todo of your own
1 perceive, by the Leifure you have to Intermeddle in Other
Peoples Matters; You would find fome other Employment elfe,
then to Irritate a Mafter againft his Servant.
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Cuar. X.

ZEfop brings bis Mafler a Gueft That bad no fors of
Curiofsty in bim.

7" ANT HU S laid hold of the Prefent Occafion, and
was willing enough to be furnithed with a Staff to beat a
Dog. Well Sirrah, fays he, fince this Learned Gentleman is too
Curious 5 goyou your ways and find me out a Man that has no
Curiofity at All, or I'll Lace your Coat for ye. Z/op, the next
day, Walked the whole Town over on This Errand ; and at
Laft, found out a Slovenly Lazy Fellow, Lolling at his Eafe, as if
he had Nothing to do, or to take care for; and foup to himhe
went in a Familiar Way; and Invited him to his Mafter’s to Sup-
per.  The Clown made no Ceremony of promifing, but fell
Prefently toasking what kind of Man his Mafter was? And what,
fays he, are we going juft now? ( for this Poor Devil look’d up-
ona Meal's Meat Gratis, asa Blefling Dropt into his Mouth out
of the Skies) Come ( fays Zfop) we are going this very Mo-
ment ; and Wonderfully Glad he was to find by the Booby’s Dif~
courfe, That he had met with a Man {o fit for his Purpofe.
Away they went together, and fo firait into the Parlour, where
the Blockhead throws Himfelf down Dirty and Beaftly as he-
was, upon a Rich Couch. After a very little While, in comes
Xanthus to Supper, and asks Zfp who That Man was? Why
This is theMan, fays Zfop, that you fent me for ; that is to fay;
a Man that has no Curiofity in himat All.  Oh that’s very well,
fays Xantbus, and then told his Wife in her ear, That if fhe
would be but a Loving and Obedierit Wife to him, and do as
he bad her, he would now fave her Loriging, for, fays he, [ have
been a Great while Seeking for an Occafion to pick a Quarrel
with Zfop, and I have found it at laft.  After this Whifper,
Xanthus takes a Turn in the Parlour,and calls aloud tohis Wife.
Heark ye Sweet Heart, fayslie, go fetch fome Water, and Watli
the Feet of my Gueft here. Away fhe goes, bringsa Bafon to the
fide of thie Couch, wheie the Clowti was laid 4t Hhis Lerigth, and
bad him put forth his Feet for her to Wafh them:  Xanthus little
thought lie would Kave done it. 'But the Clowii; dfter a little
Stumble withifi himfelf, that ’twas fitter for the Maid to do’t,
then the Miftrefs; Well fays he, If it be thie Cuftom of thie Fa-
mily, tisnot for me to be againft it: and fo he firetch'd forth
His Feet to the Wafbing.
(b2) Se
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So foon as ever the Company had taken off the Edge of their
Stomachs ; Xanthus calls for a Bumper, and puts it into the hands
of the Clown, making No doubt but he would have allow'd his
Hoft the Honor of being his Tafter. The Fellow, without any
Scruple, Whips up the Drink, and gives Xanthusthe Pot again
Empty, who was now the Second Time Difappointed upon the
Matter of Curiofity, or No Curiofity At All. He had a Mind il
to beupon Poor Zfsp's Bones, and made another Tryal of the
Humour of his Gueft. There was a particular Dith that the
Clown fed very Heartily upon: Xanthus fell into a Rage againft
the Cook for the Ill-Dreffing of it, and Threat’ned to have him
brought and Lafh'd in the very Parlour. The Bumpkin took no
Notice of it at All, but without fpeaking one Word on the
Cooks Behalf ; It was Nothing to him he thought, what other
People did with their Servants.

They were come Now to their Cakes and Pyes, and the
Clown Guttled upon them without Mercy.  Xanthus Refolves
then upon Another Tryal ; Calls for hisPaftry-Cook and tells him,
Sirrah, fays he, you fpoil every thing that goes through your
hands. ‘There’s neither Spice, nor any other Seafoning here:
The Cook told him, That if they were either Over or Under-
Bak’d, it was his Fault ; But for the Spice and Seafoning, it
was his Miftrefles, for it was All put in that fhe Deliverd. Nay
Wife, fays Xanthus, if it fticks there, By All that’s Sacred, 111
Treat you no better then if you were a Slave bought with my
Money. Wherefore Strip Immediately and Prepare for a Dog-
Whip. Xanthus thought with himfelf; that If any thing in
the World could move this Barbarous Brute, he would have
put in 2 Word at Leaft to fave a Woman of Honour from fo
Scandalous an Indignity, But fays this Loggerhead to himfelf:
Thete'san old faying ; What have We to do to Quench other People;
Fires 2 And I'll €en keep my felf Clear of Other Peoples Mat-
ters; Onl{ he took Xanthus by the Hand indeed, and told him
if he would but Stay a Little, he'd go fetch his own Wife too
and fo they might take the Lath by Turns. In one word. Xan.
thus miffed his Aim at laft ; and though he was troubled at the
Mifcarriage, he could not but Laugh yet at the Simplicity of
the Man, and Confes, that Z/op was in the Right, in bring-
ing a Perfon to him that had no Curiofity at all,

TEe'»LVIFE of ££SOP.

Cuar. XL
JEfop’s Anfwer toa Még‘iﬂ}até.

T happened fome few days after the Laft Paffage above, that
Xanthus, having fome Bufinefs at the Publick Hall, fent

Z f6p to feeif there were any Great Throng of Men there; a Ma-
giftrate meets him Upon the Way, and Asks him whither he was
going ? Why truly, fays Z(op, 1am going I know not whither.
The Magiftrate took it that he Banter'd him, and bad an Officer
take him into Cuftody and Carry him to Prifon. Well, fiys £/op,
to the Magiftrate ; Is it not true Now, that I did not know Whi-
ther I was going ? Can you Imagine, that wher I came out of the
houte this Morning, 1 had any thoughts of going to Prifon? The
Magiftrate was well enough pleafed at the fancy, and Difcharg’d
him Upon it, and fo he went forward to the Hall ; Where among
a world of People he faw one Man arreft another upon an A&tion
of Debt. The Debtor Pleaded Poverty ; but if he would Com-
pound for half, it fhould go hard but he’d make a Shift to Pick it
up, hefaid. Well with all my Heart,{ays the Creditor, Lay down
the Mony upon the Nail, and the Bufine(s is done : for 2 man had
better Content himfelf with Half, then Lofe All, And Ireckon
that Mony as good as loft, that 2 Manmuft go to Law for ; Zfop
upon this, went back and told his Mafter, that he had been at the
Hall, and faw but one Man there ; This was a Riddle to Xan-
thus ; Infomuch that he went himfelf to Learn the Truth of the
Matter. When he came to the Place, he found the Court ex-

tremely Thronged, and turning fhort upon Zfop, in great Indig-

nation, Sirrah,fays he,areall thefe People come fince you told me
there was but one Man here ? " Tis very true, fays Zfop, There was
a Huge Crowd,and yet but one Man that I could fee 1n That vaft
Multitude. This feems to be taken out of the Life of Diogenes.

Cuare XIL
Xanthus undertakes to Drink_the Sea dyy.

FE" H E R E happeried not Long after This, to be a Merry
Meeting of Philofophers ; and Xanthus, one of the Com-
pany.  Xanthies had already gotten a Cup too much ; and ZEfop
o finding
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finding they were like to fet out hishand ; Sir, fays he, ’tis the
Humour of Bacchus, they fay, firft to make men Chearful, and
when they are paft That, to make’em Drunk, and in the Conclu-
fion, to make them Mad. Xanthus took Offence at ZJop 5 and told
him, That was a LeGture for Children. (Laertius makes this to
be the faying of Anacharfts:) The Cups went round, and Xanthus
by this Time had taken his Load, who was mightily given to
talk in his Drink ; and whatever was uppermoft, out it came,
without either Fear or Wit. One of the Company obferving the
weak fide of the Man, took the Opportunity of Pumping him
with feveral Queftions. Xantbus (fayshe) T have read fome-
where, that it is Poffible for a Man to Drink the Sea Dry; but I
¢anr hardly believe it. Why fays Xanthus, I'll venture my Houfe
and Land upon't, that I do’t my felf. They Agreed upon the
Woager, and prefently off went their Rings to Seal the Conditions.
But Early the next Morning, Xanthus miffing his Ring, thought it
might be flipt off his Finger, and asked Z/op about it. Why tru-
ly fays Zfop, I can fay Nothing to the Lofing of your Ring ; But
Tcantell you that you Loft your Houfe and Land lasF Night: and fo
ZEJop told him the Story on’t, which his Mafter it feems had utter-
ly forgotten. Xanthus began now to Chew upon the Matter, and
it went to the Heart of him to confider, That he could neither do
the thing, nor yet get quit of his Bonds. 1In this trouble of
Thoughtshe Confults Z/op, (whofe advice before he had rejected)
what was to be done in the Cafe: I fhall never forget, fays KXanthus,
how much I owe you for your Faithful Services; and {o with fair
Words Zfop was prevailed upon to Undertake the bringing, of
him off. - "Tis Impoffible to do the thing, (fays he) but if 1 can
tind a way to Diffolve the Obligation, and to gain you Credit by
it over and Above, That’s the Point I fuppofe that will do your
bufinefs. ‘The Time appointed, fays Z/ep, is now at hand,
Wherefore do you fet a bold face upon it, and go to the Sea-/ide

with all your Servants and your Trinkets about you, and put on-

a Counteriance, that youare juft Now about to make good your
Undertaking. ~ You'll have Thoufands of Spe@ators there, and
When they are got together, let the Form of the Agreement
and the Conditions be read, Which runs to this Effet, ‘That
you are to Drink up the Sea by fuch a Certain Time, or to forfeit
your Houfeand Land, upon Such or Such a Confideration. Wheri
This is done, call for a Great Glafs, and let it be filled with
Sea-Water, in the-Sight of the Whole Multitude : Hold it up
then in your Hand, and {ay as. Follows:.  You have beard Good
People, what I have Undertaken to do, and upon what Penalty if I do

not
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not go Thovough with it. I confefs the Agreement, and the Matter of
Falt as you have beard it 5 and I am now about to drink up thé Sea ;
not the Rivers that ran into’t. And t/.ierffore let AI% the Inlets be
Stopt, that there be Nothing but pure Sea left me to drink, And 1 am
now ready to perform my part of the Agreement. But for any drink-
ing of the Rivers, There is nothing of that in the Contra(f. - The
People found it fo clear a Cafe, That they did not only agree
to the Reafon and Juftice of Xantbus’s Caufe, but hiffed his Ad-
verfary out of the Field ; Who in the Conc]uﬁoq made a Pub-
lique Acknowledgment, that Xantbus was the Wifer and Better
Man of the Two; But defired the Contract might be made
void, and offer’d to Submit Himfelf further to fuch Arbitra-
tors as Xanthus Himfelf thould dire&t. Xantbus was fo well
pleafed with the Charalter his Adverfary given him,. of a
Wife Man, That All was Paffed over, And a finall End made
of the Difpute.  Plutarch makes this to have been the Inventior

of Bias.

Cuar XIIL ‘
Zfop Baffles the Superflition of Augury. -

N the days of Zfop, The World was mightily addiéted tc
8 Augary ;ythat is {;P,fay, to the Gathering of Omens fqom the
Cry and Flight of Birds. Upon this Account it was, that Xanthus
one Day fent Zfop intothe Yard, and bad him look well about
him. If you fe€ Two Crows (fayshe) you'll have good Luck after
it, but if you fhould Chance to {py One Crow Single, 'tis a Bad
Omen, arid fome 11l will betide you. Zfop ftept ‘out and came
Tmmediately back 4gain, and told his Mafter that he had feen
Two Crows. “Hereupon Xanthus went out himfelf,and finding but
One ( for the Other was flown away ) he fell ,Oul-?raglouﬂy upon
ZEfop for making Spott with him, And orderd him to be found-
ly Lafh'd fort, but juft as they were firipping him for the Exe-
cution, In comes One to Invite Xanthus abroad to Supper. Wel;
Mafter, fays Zfop,.and where’s the Credit of your Augury Nowci
When I, that faw Ttwe Crows, am to be beaten likea Dog, an
You, that faw but One, are going to make merrywith your Friends ?
"The Reafon and Quicknefs of this Reflexion, Pacified the Mafter
for the Prefent, and fav'd the Poor Fellow afound Whipping:

Cuar
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Cuar XIV.
ZHEfop finds hidden Treafure.

AS Xanthus was Walking once among certain Monuments,
with Zfop at his Heels ; and Plodding upon feveral Epi-
taphs, there was one Infcription in Greek Letters, that Xanthus with
all the Skill he had, could not tell what to make of. Well, fays
Zfop, let me feea Littleif I can Uncypher it. And fo after lay-
ing Things and Things together a While, Mafter, fays he, What
will you give me, If I find you out a Pot of Hiddén Treafure
now 2, One Half of it, fays Xanthus, and your Liberty.  So Zfop
fell to Digging, a Matter of four Yards from the Stone that had
the Infeription ; and there found a Pot of Gold which he took up
and Deliver'd to his Mafter ; and Claim'd his Promife. Well,
fays Xanthus, Tl be as good asmy Word ; but you muft firft thew
me how you came to know there was Treafure, by the Inferipti-
on: for I had rather be Mafter of that Secret, than of the very
Gold it felf. Zfop Innocently open’d the whole Matter to him,.
Look you Sir, fays he, Here are thefe Letters. @5658505¢;0;;
which are to be thus Interpreted, = ftands for Smgi; & for
Bﬂﬁtﬂam 5 & foi‘ é;;?mglg: {i—, 0 If)ol' ;fdfacP, e for e:igr;)aag ;.9 for Soswedy
% for yevds ; In Englith, Dig four Paces from this Place, and you [hall
Jind Gald.. Now fays Xantlfu, if you éie {o good at’ﬁndiyng/c]:ut
Gold, you and I muft not part yet. Come Sir, fays Zfop; ('per-
ceiving that his Mafter play'd Faft and Loofe with him) To deal
freely with you, This Treafure belongsto King Dionyfius. How
doyouknow that? fays Xanthus. Why by the very Infcription
fays Zfop: for in That Sence « ftands for 273G ; BIOT fanrei 5 3 for7
Awwide 5 o for & 5 e for ees; & for oz ;Cfor e, In Enghfh
Give Dionyfius the Gold you have found. Xanthys began to be a
fraid when he heard it was The King’s Mony, and Charged Z/op
to make no Words on’t, and he fhould have the One Half. "Tis
well, fays Zfop; but This is not fo much your own Bounty yet.
as The Intention of Him that Bury'd it ; for the very {fame Let
ters direct the Dividing of it. As for Example once again Now.
o ftands for dinfuius ; £ for Bedisailes; » for Sinede; o for & ;¢ for
dgen} & for Swoaeds; 3 for yeuds; In Englith, Divide the Gold that
Jou baye lfawzd. Why then, fays Xaithus, let us gohome and thare
it. No fooner were they got Home, but Z/op was prefently laid
by the Heels, for fear of Blabbing, erying out as Loud as he

could,
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comes of trufting to the Faith of a Philofopher ; The Reproche
Nettled his Mafter : But however he caufed his Shackles to be
taken off upon't, and Admonifthed Z/op to keep his Licentious
Tongue in a Little better Order for the future, if ever he hoped
tohave his Liberty. For That, fays Zfop, Prophetically, 1 thall
not Need to beg it of you as a favour, for in a very few days I
fhall have my Freedom, whether you will or no.

Cuar XV,
Afop Expounds upon an Augury, and is made Free.

O P had thus far born All the Indignities of a Tedious
/ E , Slavery, with the Conftancy of 2 Wife Man,and with-
out either Vanity or Abjetion of Mind. He was not Ignorant
however of his own Value; Neither did he Neglett any honeft
Way or Occcafion of Advancing his Nameand his Credit in the
World ; asin One Particular Inftance among the Samians, ona
Strange Thing that happen’d There upon a Very Solemn Day.
The Ring, it feems, that had the Town-Seal upon’t was laid
fomewhere in Sight, Where an Eagle could come at it ; She took
itup in the Air, and dropt it into the Bofom of a Slave. The Sa-
mians took this for a Foreboding, that Threat’ned fome difmal
Calamity to the State,and in a general Confternation They pre-
fently called a Counfel of their Wife Men ; and Xanthus in the
firft Place, to give their Opinions upon This Myfterious Acci-
dent. They were Allat a Lofs what to Think on’t; only Xan-
thus defired fome few Days time for further Confideration. Upon
This, he betook himfelf to his Study, and the More he Beat his
Brains about it, the further he found himfelf from any hope of
Expounding The Secret. This put him into a deep Melancholly ;
which made Zfop very Importune, and Impatient, to know the
Caufe of it ; with Affurances, That he would ferve his Mafter in
The Affair, Whatever it was, to the Uttermoft of his Power.
Xantbus hereupon laid the Whole Matter before him, and told
him in_Conclufion, that he was not only loft in his Reputation,
but in Danger to be Torn to Pieces by the Rabble. When &/op
found how the Cafeftood, Never trouble your Head any fur-
ther, fays he, Do but follow my Advice, and T'll bring you off
as well now as ever I did before. When you Appear to Morrow
to give in your Anfwer, I would have you Speak to the People
after this Manner.
(¢) I need
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I nieed not tell your Wifdoms, That fo Many Heads fo Many

Minds, and fo many feveral Men, fo many feveral Conceptions of

Things; Nay and further, that every feveral Art, or Profeffion re-
quires a Diftsn(F Faculty or Difpoftion, that is more or lefs Peculiar to
it Jelf. It is the Cuftom of the World for People in All Cafes where T bey
are either Ignorant or Doubtful, to Repair to Men that have the Repu-
tation of Philofophers, for Counfel and Satisfaltion. But this, under fo-
wour, is a Great Miftake ; for it is with Philofopkers, as it #, Ifay

with other Arts and Profeffions that have their FuncFions apart the One
from the Other.  Wifdom “tis true, may be call'd properly enough the
Knowledge of Things Divine and Humane, but will you therefore expeF
that a Philofopher /%ould do the Office of @ Shoomaker or a Barber, be-
caufe the Trades are converfant about Humane Things? No No Gentle-
meny a Man may be a Great Philofoper without any Skill at All in the
Handling of the Awl, or the Razor. But if the Queftion were Concerning
the Government of Life and Manners, the Nature of Things Celeftial or
Terreftrial ; The Dauties that we owe to God or Man;; You could not do
bettter then repair to Philofophers for fatisfalfion.  But for Reading
upon Prodigies ; or Commenting upon the Flight of Birds, or the En-
trails of Beafts, Thefe are Things quite Befide the Philofophers Bufmefs.
If there be any thing you doubt of that falls under the Cognizance of Phi-
Tofophy, 1am readyto ferve you in’t ; But your prefent Point being Au-
gury, Ifball take leave to Acquaint you that a Servant I have af home,
i as likely to make a Right Fudgment that wayas any Man I know, I
Jhould not Prefume to name a Servant ; Neither Perchance would you
think fit to make ufe of one; If the Neceffity of sour prefent Diftrefs,
were not a very Competent and Reafonable Ezcufe.

Here's your Speech, fays Zfop ; and your Credit fav'd whether
Theyll hear me or Not. " If they fend for me, The Honour will
ke yours, in cafe I Deliver my felf to their Liking, and the Dif-
grace will be Mine then if IMifcarry. His Mafter was pleafed
beyond Meafure with the Advice, but he did not as yet Under-
ftand Whither it Tended.

Xanthus Prefented himfelf Early the next Morning before the
Council, Where he Dilated Upon The Matter according to his
Inftruétions, and fo referr’d Them to his Servant for the Clear.
ing of the Difficulty. The People with one Voice cry’d out
Where is be? Why does not be Appear® Why has nor bis Mafter
brought bim along with him? In fhort, Afop was Immed'iately
fetch’d into the Court, and at the very Firft Sight of him, They
All burft out a Laughing by Confent. This Fellow, fays one,
may have Skill perhaps in Divining, but he has Nothing that’s
Humane abouit him. ~ Another asked Where he was Born, and

whether
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whether or no Blocks had the Faculty of Speech in his Country.
Ffop, upon This, Addrefs'd himfelf to the Council.

You have here before ye, ({ays Zfop) an Ungracious Figure of a
Man, which in truth is not a Subject for your Contempt, Nor is it a
Reafonable Ground for your Defpair, upon the Matter in Queftion. One
Wife Man values Another for his Underftanding, not for his Beauty;
Befide that the Deformity of my Perfon is no Incapacity at All as to  Yyour
Bufinefs.  Did you never tafte Delicious drink out of an Ill Look’d Vef-
fel2 or did you never drink Wine that was Vapid, or Eager, out of a
Veffel of Gold? *Tis Sagacity and Strength of Reafon that you bave Oc-
cafton for, not the force of Robuft Limbs, nor the Delicacies of Colour
and Proportion. W herefore Imust befeech you not to Fudge of My Mind
by my Body, nor to Condemn me Unbeard. Upon this, they All cry’d
out to him, If he had any thing to fay for the Common Good,
That he would fpeak it. Wit your favour, fays he, It is for that
End I prefume, that ye bave callod me bither, and it is with a Great
Zeal for your Service, that I ftand now before ye : But when I confider
the Weight of the Matter in band, and the Office T hat I am riow to Per-
form, it will as little ftand with your Honors Perhaps, to take the Opinion
of a Slave into your Councils and Debates, as it will with my Condition
tooffer it. Bejude the Rifque Irun of my Mafter’s Difpleafure upon the
Event.  But All This may yet be Obviated, my Fears fecured., my Mo-
defly fratifi'd, andyour own Dignity preferved, only by making me a
Freeman before hand, to Qulalifyme for the FuncFion. They all faid
it was a Moft Reafonable Thing, and prefently treated about
the Price of his Liberty, and order’d the Quaftors to pay down
the Money. When Xanthus faw that the thing muft be done, He
could not Decently ftand Higgling about the Price ; But making
a Virtue of Neceffity, he chofe rather to Prefent £(zp to the Com-
mon-Wealth, then to Sel/ him.  The Semians took it very kindly,
An1 Zfopwas Prefently Manumizdand made a Citizen in Form,
Proclaim’d a Freeman ; and after this Ceremony, he Difcour(-
ed upon the Subje& of the Portent as follows.

1 Jball not need to tell fo many Wife and knowing Men, that the
Eagle &5 a Royal Bird, and fignifies aGreat King ; that the Dropping
of the Ring in the Bofome of a Slave that hzs 1o Power over himfelf,
portends the Lofs of Your Liberties, if you do not look to your felves
n Time 5 And that fome Potent Prince has a Deffzn upon ye. This put
the Samians all a-fire to hear the Iffue of the PrediGtion. In fome
fhort time after there came Ambaffadors from Crafus the King of
Lydia, to Demand a Tribute on the Behalf of their Mafter, and
Threat'ned the Samians with a War in the Cafe of a Refufal. This

Affuir came to be Debated in the Council, where the Majority

(c2) was
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was rather for Peace with Slavery, then for running the Rifque
of a Difpute ; but they would not come to a Refolution yet,
without firft Confulting Zfop What They had beft to do; Who
gave Them his Thought upon't in Words to This Effect,

Every Man in this World bas TwoWays before him, That is to fay,
Firfk, The Way of Liberty, that’s Narrow and Rugged at the En-
trance, but Plainer and Smootber fill the further you go. Secondly,
The Way of Servitude or Slavery, that feems to be Eafte at firft, but
Jou'll find it aftermards to be full of Intolerable Difficulties. The Sa-
mians, upon Thefe Words, Déclared themfelves Unanimoufly
for Liberty, and that fince they were at prefent Free, They would
never make Themfelves Slaves by their own Confent: So The
Ambaffadors Departed, and there was a War Denounced.

When Crefus came to Underftand the Refolution the Sa-
‘mians had taken, and how Inclinable they wereto a Compliance,
'till Zfop, by the Power only of a few words, Diverted them
from it, he Refolv’d tofend forand Difcourfe with Zfop. So He
made an Offer to the Samians, upori their fending Z/op to him,
to puta Stopat prefent to the courfe of his Arins. When £fop
came to hear of their Propofition, he told them That he was not
againft their fending of him, Provided only that he might tell
them One Story before he Left them.

In Old Time, (fays he ) when fome Beafbs talked better Sence then
Many Men donow a days, there happen'd to be a Fierce War betwizt
the Wolves and the Sheep, And the Sheep, by the kelp of the Dogs,
had rather the Better on’t,  The Wolves, upon This, offer’d the Sheep
a_Peace, on Condition only that they might have their Dogs  for
Hoftages, The Silly, credulous Sheep agreed to’t, and as foon s ever
they had parted with the Dogs, The Wolves break in upon them, and
Deftroyd them at pleafure. ~See Fab. 4.5.

The Samians quickly fmelt out the Moral of this Fable, and
cry’d out, Once and All, that they would not part with Efop:
But this did not hinder Z/f6p however from putting himfelf
abord, and taking a Paffage for Lydiz with the Ambaffadors.
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Cuar. XVL
Zfop Prefents bimfelf before the Kz'ng of Lydia.

Mmediately Upon Zfop’s Arrival in Lydia, -he Prefented him-
I felf before the King, who looking upon him with Contempt,
Hatred, and Indignation; Is This a Man fays he, to hinder the
King of Lydia from being Mafter of Samos? Zfop then witha
Reverence after the Lydian Fathion, deliver’d what he had to fay.

Iam not bere (fays he,Great King ) in the Quality of a Man that's
Given up by bis Country, or under the Compulfion of any force 3 But it
is of my own Accord that 1 am now come to lay my [elf at your Maje-

Jiy's Feety and with this only Requeft, that you will wouckfafe me the
Honour of your Royal Ear, and Patience but for a few words.

¢ There was a Boy hunting of Locufts, and he had the Fortune
¢ to take a Grafshopper. She found he was about to kill her,and

¢ Pleaded after this Manner'for her Life. Alas (fays fhe ) I never
¢did any Body an Injury, and never had it either in my Will or
¢in my Power to do’t. = All my Bufinefs is my Song ; and what
¢ will you be the Better for my Death ? The Youth’s Heart re-
“lented and he fet the Simple Grafshopper at Liberty.

Your Majefty has now that Innocent Creature before you :
There’s Nothing that I can pretend to but my Voice, which I have
ever employd fo far as inme Lay, to the Service of Mankind. The
King was fo Tenderly moved with the Modefty and Prudence
of the Man, That he did not only give him his Life, but bad
him ask any thing further that he had a Mind to, and it fhould
be Granted him. ~ Why then, fays Zfop, (with that Veneration,
Gratitude and Refpet that the Cafe required ) I domoft humbly
implore your Majefties favour for my Country-Men the Ssmians.
The King Granted him his Requeft, and Confirmed it under
his Seal ; Befide that the Piety of making that Petition his Choice,
was a further Recommendation of him to his Royal Kindnefs
and Efteem.

ZEfop, foon after This, returned to Samos with the News of the
Peace, where he was Welcomed with All the Inftances of Joy
and Thankfulnefs Tmaginable ; Infomuch that they EreGed a
Statue for him,withan Infeription upon it, in Honour of his Me-
mory. From Samos he return’d afterwards to Grafus, for whofe
fake he Compofed feveral of T#ofe Apologues that pafs in the World
to This Day under his Name. His Fancy lay extreamly to Tra-

(c3) velling ;
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velling ; but above All other Places, he had the Greateft Mind
to fee Babylon: To which End he got Letters of Recommendati-
on from Crefus to the King there: who, according to Herodotus,
was a Friend, and an Ally of Crefus’s, and his Name; Labynets ;
not Lycerus, and Planudes has Handed it down tous upon a Great
Miftake. But his Curiofity led him firft to pafs through Greece,
for the fake of the Seven Wife Men, whofe Reputation was at
That Time Famous All over the World. He had the Good Hap
in his Travelsto find them at Corinth, together with Anacharfis, and
feveral of their Followers and Difciples; Where they were All
Treated by Periander at a Villaof his not far from the Town. This
Encounter was to the Common Satisfattion of the Whole Com-
pany ; the Entertainment Philofophical, and Agreeable, and
among other Difcourfes, they had fome Controverfy upon the
Subjeét of Government ; and which was the moft Excellent Form :
ZEfop being fill for Monarchy, and the Rest for a Common-wealth.
He Travelld thence, a while after into 4/f, and fo to Babylon,
according to his firft Intention.

Cuar. XVIL

Zfop Adopts Ennus.  Ennus's Ingratitude and Falfe-
nefs, and ZElop's Good Nature.

T was the Fathion in thofe Days for Princes to Exercife Try-
alls of Skill in the Putting and Refolving of Riddles, and In-
tricate Queftions ; and He that was the Beft at the Clearing or
Untying of Knotty Difficulties carry'd the Prize. Z/op’s Faculty
lay notably that way, and renderd him fo ferviceable to the
King, that itbrought him both Reputation and Reward. It was
his Unhappinefs to have No Children, .for the Comfort and
Support of his Old Age ; So that with the King’s Confent, he
Adopted 2 young Man, who was Well Born, and Ingenuous
enough, but Poor ; His Name was Ennus. Zfop took as much
care of his Inftitution as if he had been his own Child,and Train'd
him up in thofe Principles of Virtue and Knowledge that might
moft probably render him Great and Happy. But there’s no
working upon a Flagitious and Perverfe Nature, by Kindnefs

and Difzipline, and ’tis time loft to think of Maftering fo Incu-’

rable an Evil: So that Ennus, after the Manner of other Wick-
’ ed
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ed Men, heaping One Villany upon another, Counterfeits his Fa-
thers Name and Hand to Certain Letters, wherein he Promifes
his Affiftance to the Neighbour Princes againft Labynetus. Thefe
Letters Ennus carry’s to the King, and Charges his Father with
Treafon, though in Appearance, with All the trouble and un-
willingnefs that was poffible, Only a Senfe of his Duty to his
Kirig and his Country,fwallow’d up All other Refpetts of Reve-
rence and Modefty that aSon owes to a Father. The King took
All thefe Calumnies for Inftances of Ennaus’s Atfe&ions to him,
without thie Leaft Sufpition of any Fraud in the Matter : So that
without any further Enquiry, he orderd Zfop to be put to Death.
‘The Perfons to whom the Care of his Execution was Committed,
being well Affured of his Innocerice and of the Kings Ungovern-
able Paffions, took him out of the Way, and gave it out that he
was Dead. Some few Days after this, there came Letters to La-
bynetus from Amafis the King of Zgypt, wherein Labynetus was
Defired by Amafis tofend him a certain Archite thiat could raife
a Tower that thould hang in the Air, and likewife Refolve All
Queftions. Labynetus was at a Great Lofs what Anfwer to return,
and the Fiercenefs of his Difpleafure againft Zfep being by This
time fomewhat Abated, he began to Enquire after’ him with
Great_Paffion, and would often Profefs, That if the Parting
with One half of his Kingdom could bring him to Life again,
he would Give it. Hermippus and Others that had kept him out
of the Way, told the King upon the Hearing of This, That Z/op
was yet Alive; fo They were Commanded to bring him forth
which they did, in All the Beaftlinefs he had Contraced in the
Prifon.  He did no fooner Appear, but he made his Innocence
fo manifeft, that Labynetus in Extreme Difpleafure and Indigna-
tion, commanded the Falfe Accufer to be put to Death with
moft Exquifite Torments ; But Zfop, after All this, Interceded
for him, and Obtained his Pardon, “upon a Charitable Prefump-
tion, that the Sence of fo Great a Goodnefs and Obligation
would yet Work upon him.  Heradotus tells the ftory of Camby-"
Jes the Son of Cyrus, and Crefus, and with what Joy Cambyfes
received Crefus again, after he was fuppofed to be put to death

by his own Order ; but Then it Vary’s in This, that he Caufed

Thofe to be put to Death, that were to have feen the Execution

done, for not Obferving his Commands
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Cuar. - XVIL
ZEfop’s Letters of Morality to bis Son Efinus,

PON E[op’s coming again into Favour, he had the King

of Zgypt’s Letter given him to Confider of, and Advifed
Labynetus to fend him for Anfwer, That Early the next Spring
he fhould have the Satisfaction he Defired. ""Things being in
this State, Zfop took Ennus Home to him again, and fo orderd

the Matter, that he wanted neither Counfels nor Inftructions, .

nor any other Helps or Lights that might Difpofe him to the
Leading of a Virtuous Life, aswill Appear by the Following
Precepts.

My Son (fayshe ) Worfbip God with Care and Reverence, and with
a Sincerity of Heart void of All Hypacrifse or Oftentation : Not as if that
Divine Name and Power were only an Invention, to Fright Women and
Children, but know That God is Omniprefent, True and Almighty.
Have a Care even of your Most Private Altions and Thoughts, for
God fees Thorough you, and your Confeience will bear Witnefs againft
ou. .
! It is according to Prudence, aswellas Nature, to pay that Honour to
your Parents that you Expef? your Children fbould pay to you.
Do All the Good you can to All Men, but in the Firft Place to your
Nearest Relations, and do no Hurt however, where you can do no Good.
Keep a Guard upon your Words as well as uponyour Ations, that
there be no Impurity in Either.
Follow the Ditfates of your Reafon, and you are Safe ; and have a
Care oflImPotent lAﬁéﬁans. e Jo | - Thing Le
A our [elf to Leﬂrﬁ 07'9’ 0 oﬂg as there's aﬂy iﬂ €]
that )l/;ijdg notj);nj:w, and Value Good Counfel before Money. ¢
Our Minds muft be Cultivated as well as our Plants 3 'The Improve.
ment of our Reafon makes us like Angels, whereas the Neglec? of it turns
us into Beafts.
There’s no Permanent and Inviolable Good, but Wifdom and Virtue,
though the Study of it Signifies Little without the Praétice. »
Do ot thinkit impoffible to be a Wife Man, without looking Sour up-
anit. Wifdom makes Men Severe, but not Inbumane.
1t is Virtue not to be Vicious.
Keep Faith with All Men.  Have a Care of o Lye, as you would of
Sacrilege.  Great Bablers have No Regard ¢ither to Honefty or T;gtf,
are

The L1rEof ESO P,

Take Delight in, and frequent the Company of Goad Men, for i

will give yau% Tindture o_]j;tbeir Manners tap;. y ) f o » F

Take heed of that Valgar Ervor, of thinking that there is any Good
in Evil. It is a Miftake when Men talk of Profitable Knavery, or of
Starving Honefty; for Virtue and Fuftice carry All that is Good and
Profitable along with them. v )

Let Every Man mind his own Bafmnefs; for Curiofity is Reftlef;.

Speak Il of No body, and you are no ‘moreto Hear Calumnies then to
Reportb them: Befide that, they that PracFice the One, Commonly Low
the Otber. .

Propofe Honest Things, Follow Wholefome Counfels, and Leave the
Event to God. )

Let no Man Defpair in Adverfity, nor Prefume in Profperity, for All
Things are Changeable. . 7

Rife Early to your Bufinefs, LearnGood Things; and Oblige Good
Men 5 Thefe are three Things you fball riever Repent of.

Have a Care of Luzury and Glittony 5 but of Drunkennefs Efpecial-
ly; forWine as well as Age makes a Man a Child.

Watch for the Opportunities of doing things, for there’s Nothing Well
done but what's done in Seafon.

Love and Honour Kings Princes and Magiftrates, for they are the
Bands of Society, in Punifbing of the Guilty,and Protelting the Innocent.

Thefe, orfuch as thefe, were the Leffons that ZfGp read daily
tohis Son ; but fo far was he from mending upon Them, that
he grew Every Day worfe and worfe, fhewing that it is not in
the power of Art or Difciplirie to Rettify a Pervetfe Nature, or
(as Euripides fays ) to make a Man Wife that bias no Soul. But how-
ever, according to Neveletus, e came foon after to be Touched
in Confeience for his Barbarous Ingratitude, arid Dyed in a Ra-
ging Remotfe for what he had done.

"The Spring was now at Hand, and Z/op was preparing for
the Task he had Undertaken About the Building of a Tower
inthe Air, and Refolving All Manner of Queftions: But I fhall
fay no more of That Romantick part of the Hiftory, then that
he went into Zgypt, and Acquitted himfelf of his Commiffi-
on to Amafis with Great Reputation. From thence back again
to Labynetus, Laden with Honours and Rewatds ; from whom
he got leave to Return into Greece; but upon Condition of Re-
turning to Babylon by the Firft Opportunity:
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Cuar XIX.

Efop's Voyage 10 Delphos; bis Barbarous Ufage
P gTbere, and bis Death.

H E N Z/ophad almoft taken the whole Tour of Greece,

he went to Delphos, either for the Oracles fake, or for
the fake of the Wife Men that Frequented that Place. But
when he came thither, he found Matters to be quite otherewife
then he expected, and o far from deferving the Reputation they
had in the World for Piety and Wifdom, that he found them
Proud, and Avaritious, and Hereupon Deliver'd his Opinion of
Them under this Fable.

I find ( fays he ) the Curiofity that brought me Hither, to be much
the Cafe of People at the Sea fide, that fee [omething come Hulling to-
ward them agreatway off at Sea, and take it at firft tobe fome Mighty
Matter, but upon Driving Nearer and Nearer the Shore, it proves at
Iaft to be only a beap of Weeds and Rubbifb. ~See Fab. 189.

The Magiftrates of thePlace took Infinite Offence at this Liberty
and prefently enter’d into a Confpiracy againft him to takeaway
his Life, for fear ke thould Give them the fame Charaéter elfe-
where in his Travels, that he had done there upon the Place. It
was not fo Safe they thought, nor fo EffeCtual a Revenge to make
him away in private ; butif they could fo contrive it, as to bring
himto a fhameful End, under a Form of Juftice, it would bet-
ter anfwer their Bufinefs and Defign. To Which Purpofe they
caufed a Golden Cup to be fecretly convey’d into his Baggage,
when he was packing up to Depart. He was no fooner out of the
Town upon his Journey, But Immediately purfi'd and taken up-
on the way by the Officers,and Charged with Sacrilege.  Afop de-
ny’d the Matter, and Laughed at them All for a Company of
Mad Men; But upon the Searching of his Boxes, they took the
Cup dnd fhew’d it to the People, Hurrying him away to Prifon
in the Middle of his Defence. They brought him the Next Day
into the Court, Where Notwithftanding the Proof of his Inno-
cence, as clearasthe Day,. he was Condemned to Dye ; and his
Sentence was to be Thrown Head-long from a Rock, Down a
Deep Precipice.  After his Doom was paft, he Prevailed upon

Them,
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Them, with much ado to be heard a few Words, and fo told
them the Story of the Frog and the Moufe, as it ftands in the
Fable. v

This wrought nothing upon the Hearts of the Delphians, but
as they were Bawling at the Executioner, to Difpatch and do
his Office, Z:fop ona Sudder gave them the Slip, and Fled toan
Altar hard by there, in hopes the Religion of the Place might
have protected him, buit the Delphians told him, that the Altars
of the Gods were not to be any Santtuary to thofe that Robbed
their Temples; Whereupon he took Occafion to tell them the
Fable of the Eagle and the Beetle to this following effeét, As it
ftands in the Book, Num. 378.

Now fays Zfop, (after the telling of this Fable) you are not
to Flatter your Selves that the Prophaners of Holy Altars, and
the Oppreflors of the Innocent, fhall ever efcape Divine Ven-
geance. This Enraged the Magiftrates to fuch a Degree, that
they commanded the Officers Immediately to take Z/op from the
Altar, and Difpatch him away to his Execution. When Z/op
found that Neither the Holinefs of the Place, nor the Clearnefs of
his Innocence was Sufficient to Proteé him, and that he was to
fall a Sacrifice to Subornation and Power, he gave them yet one
Fable more as he was upon the Way to Execution.

There was an Old Fellow ( fays he ) that bad [pent bis Whole Life
in the Country without ever [eeing the Town, he found himfelf Weak
and Decaying, and Nothing would ferve, but his Friends must needs
JShew him the Town once before he Dyed.  Their Affes were very well
Acquainted with the Way, and [0 they canfed them to be made Ready, and
turned the Old Man ani the Affes Loofe, without a Guide to try their
Fortune.  They were overtaken Upon the Road by a Terrible Tempest,
Jo that what with the Darknefs, and the Violence of the Storm, the Affes
were Beatein out of their Way, and Tumbled with the Old Man in-
to a Pit, where be bad only time to Deliver his Laft Breath with This
Exclamation.  Miferable Wretch that I am, to be Deftroy'd, fince Dye
Lmust, by the bafeft of Beafts ; by Affes. ~ And that’s my Fate now in
Juffering by the Hands of a Barbarous, Sottifl People, that Underftand
Nothing either of Humanity or Honour: arid ACF Contrary to the Tyes
of Hofpitalizy and Fuftice.  But the Gods will not fuffer my Blood to
Iye Unrevenged, and I doubt not but that in Time the Judgment of Hea-
ven will give you to Underftand your Wickednefs by your Puni/bment.
He was fpeaking on, but they Puthed him Off Headlong from
the Rock, and he was Dathed to Pieces with the Fall.

The
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The Delphians, foon after This, were vifited with Famine and
Peftilence, to fuch a Degree,that they Went to Confult the Ora-
cle of Apollo to know what Wickednefs it was had brought thefe
Calamities upon Them. The Oracle gave them this Anfwer,
That they were to Expiate for the Death of Zf6p. In the Con-
{cience of their Barbarity, they Erected a Pyramid to his Honour,
and it is upon Tradition, that a Great Many of the Moft Emi-
nent Men among, the Greeks of that Seafon, went afterwards to
Delphos upon the News of the Tragical End of Zfop, to Learn
the Truth of the Hiftory, and found upon Enquiry, That the
Principal of the Confpirators had laid Violent hands upon Them-

felves.
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Fasre L .

A Tock and 2 Didmons,

S a Cock was turning up a Dunghill, he {py’d a Dia-
mond. Well (fays ke to himfelf) this {parkling Foo-
lery now to a Lapidary in my place, would have

: been the Making ofhim; butas toany Ufe or Pur-
pofe of mine, a Barley-Corn had been worth Forty on't.

The MoxrAL. N

He that’s Induftrions in an Honeft Calling, (ball never fail of a Bleffing.
*Iis the part of a Wife Man to Prefer Things NecefJary before Matters of
Cusiofizy, Ornament, or Pleafure,

REFLEXION

T s £ Moralifts will have Wifdons and Virtue to be meant by the Dia-
oond 5 the Worldand the Pleafures ofit, by the Danghill; and by the Cock,
a Poluptuous Man, that Abandons himfelf to his Lufts, without any regard,
either to the Study, the Praétice, or the Excellency of better Things.

Now, with favour of the Ancients, this Fable fecms to me, rather to
hold forth an Emblem of Induflyy and Moderation. The Cock lives by his
honeft Labonr, and maintains his Family out of it; His Scraping upon the
Dangbilt,is but Working in his Calling : The precious Stone is onlya gawd
Tempration that Fortune throwsin his way to divert him from his Bulinefs
and his Duty. He would have been glad, he fays, of a Barley Corn in-
ftead on’t; and fo cafts it alide as a thing not worth the heeding. What
is all this now, but the paffing ofa true Eftimate upon the Matter in que-
ftion, in preferring that which Providence has made and pronounc’d to be
the Staff of Life, before 4 glittering Gew-Gaw, that has no other Value,
then what Vanity, Pride and Luxury have fet upon’t? The Price of the
Market to a FJeweller in his Trade, is onething, but the intrinfick Worth of
2 thing toa Man of Sesfe, and Judgment, isanother. Nay, that very La-
pidary himfelf, witha coming Stomach, and in the Cock’s place, wouldhave
made tlieCock’s Choice.  The Dottrin, in fhort, may be this; That weare
to preter things neceffary, before things fuperfluons ; the Comforts and the
Blefling of Providente, before the dazling and the {plendid Curiofities of

B Mode
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Modeand Imagination : And finally, that weare not to govern our Lives
by Fangy, but by Reafon.

Fas IL
A Cat and 2 Tack,

IT was the hard Fortune once of a Cock, tofall into the Clyt.
chesof a Cat. Pyfs had a Months Mind to be upon the Bones
of him, but was not willing to pick a Quarrel however, without
fome plaufible Color for't. Sirrah (fays the) what do you keep
fuch a bawling, and {creaming a Nights for, that no body ean
{leep near you? Alas fays the Cock, I never wake any body, but

when ’tis time for People to rife; and go about their Bufinefs, .

Nay, fays the Cat,and then there was never fuch an inceftuous
Rafcal : Why, you make no more Confience of Lying with
your own Mother, and your Sifters--—-In truth, fays the Cock
again, that's only to provide Eggs for my Mafter and Miftrefs.
Come come, fays Pufs,without any more ado, tis time for meto
go to Breakfaft, and Cats don’t live upon Dialogues ; at which
word fhe gave him a Pinch, and fo made an end, both of the
Cock, and ofthe Story. .

Fasz IIL
A ToIf and a Lamb,

! A S aWolf was lapping at the Head of a Fountain, he fpy'd

a Lamb, paddling at the fame time;a goed way off down
the Streaim. The W%olf had no fooner the Prey in his Eye, but
away he runs open-mouthto’t. Villain ( fays he ) how dare
you lye mudling the Water that I'am a drinking ? Indeed, fays
the poor Lamb, 1did not think that my drinking there belom,
could have foul'd your Water fo far above. Nay, fays t'other,
you'll never leave your chopping of Logick, till your Skin’s
turn'd over your Ears, as your Fathers was, a matter of fix
Months ago,for prating at this fawcy rate ; you remember it full
well, Sirrah.  If youll believe me, Sir, (quoth the innocent
Lamb, with fear and trembling) Iwas not come into the World
then. Why thou Impudence, cries the Walf, haft thou neither

Shame, nor Confcience? But it runs in the Blood of your whole -

Race, Sirrah, tohate our Family ; and therefore fince Fortune
has brought us together fo conveniently, you fhall €'en pay fome
of your Fore-Fathers Scores before you and I part ; and {o with-

out

Zfops FABLES,

out any more ado; he leaptat the Throat of the miferable help:
lefs Lamb, and tore him immediately to pieces.

The Moxrat of the Two Fables above,

*Tis an eafy Matter to find a Staff tobear a Dog. Innocence s 20 Prote.-
ition againft the Arbitrary Cruelty of a Tyrdnnical Power : But Reafon
and Confeience are yet [0 Sacred, that the Greateft Villanies are Sl Coun-
tenanc’d under that Cloak and Coloar.

REFLEXION.

Pripe and Cruelty fever want a Pretence to do Mifchief. The Plea
of No Guilty goes for Nothing; againft Power: For Acculing is Proving;
where Maliceand Forceare Joyn'd in the Profecution.

When Innocence is to be opprefs’d by Might, Arguments are fooli(h
things ; nay the very Merits, Virtues, and good Offices of the Perfon ac-
cus’d, are Emprov’d to hisCondemnation: As theInduftry and Watchful-
nefs of the Cock here, in the calling of People out of their Beds to work
when ’tis time to rife, isturn’d upon him as a Crime. Nay, fuch is the
Confidence of a fpightful Cruelty, that People fhall be charg’d (rather
then fail ) with things utterly impoffible, and wholly foreign to the Mat-
ter in queftion. The Lawb it felf fhall be made malicious. And what is
this now, but the lively Image of a perverfe Reafon of State, fet upin
oppofitionto Truthand Juftice; but under the Auguft Name and Pretence,
however of Both ? As Loyalty, for the purpofe, fhall be call’d Rebellion,
and the Exercife of the moft Neceffary Powers of Government, fhall pafs
for Tyranny and Oppreflion. Decency of Religious Worfhip fhall be made
Superftition ; Tendernefs of Confcience (hall be call’d Phanaticifm; Singu-<
larity and Faétion ; and the very Articles of the Chriftian Faith fhall be
condemn’d for Herefie. Villanies have not the fame Countenance, when
there are Great Interefts, Potent Meditations, Prefents, Friends, Advocates,
Plaufible Colours, and Flourifhes of Wit, and Rhetorique, Interpos’d be-
twixt the Sighnt and the Obje&t.  There are waysof Decesving the Eyes,
as well as oig Blinding them ; {o that the Caufe of the Innocent muftbe Re-
mitted at laft to that Great and Final Decifion, where thereis no longer
any Place for Paffion, Partiality, Corruption, or Error. Butas to the Bu<
finefs of this World, when the Cocks and the Lambs li¢ at the Mercy of Cars
and Wolves; they muft never expect better Quarter; efpecially where the
Hearts Blood of the One,is the Nourifhment and Entertainment of the Other.

Faz. IV,
A fiog and a Pouds

THere fell out a Bloody Quarrel once betwixt the Frogs
and the, Mice, about the Sovereignty of the Fenns ; and
whilft Two of their Companions were Difputing it at Swords
Point, Down comies a Kite Powdering upon them in the Inte-

tim, and Gobbles up both together, to Part the Fray.
B2 Fas

3 .
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Fas V.

A Lion-and a Beat,

THere was aLion and Bear had gotten a Fawn betwikt

them, and there were they at it Tooth and Nail, which of
-the Two fhould carryt off. They Fougit it out, till they were
e'n glad to lie down, and take Breath. In which Inftant, a Fox
pafling that way, and finding how the cafe ftood with the Two
Combatants, feiz'd upon the Fawn for hisOwn Ufe, and fo ve-
1y fairly fcamper'd away with him. The Lion, and the Bear
faw the Whole Aétion, but not being in condition to Rife and
Hinderit, they pafsd this Reflexion upon the whole matter ;
Here have we been Worrying one another, who fhould have
the Booty, ’till this Curfed Fox has bobbd us Both on'.

The Morar of the Two Fables above,

*Tis the Fate of All Gotham Quarrels, when Fools go together bythe Ears.
t0 have Kpaves ran away with the Stak o5, &o tog oy the Ears,

REFLEXION.

T1s is nomore then what we fee Dayly in Popular Faltions, where
Pragmatical Foolscommonly begin the Squabble, and Crafty Knaves reap
the Benefit of it. There is very rarely any Quarrel, either Publique, or
Private, whether betwixt Perfons, or Parties, buta Third Watches, and
hopes to be the Better for’t.

. And all is butaccordiog to the Old Proverb, While Two Dogs are Fight-
z;;g Jor a Bene, a Third runs away with it. Divide and Govern, is a Rule
of State, that we fee Conﬁrm’g and fupported by Dayly Pratice and
Experience : So that ’tis noneof the Slighteft Arguments for the Neceffity
of 2 Common Peace, that the Litigants Tear one another to pieces for
the Benefit of fome Third Intereft, that makes Advantage of their Difa-
greement. ‘This is no more then what we find upon Experience throngh
the whole Hiftory of the World in All Notable Changes, and Revolutions:
that is to fay, theContendents have been ftill made a Prey to 2 Third Parcyy.
And this has notbeen only the Fate and the Event of Popular Quarrels, but
the Punifhment of them; for the Judgment ftill treads upon the Heel of
the Wickednefs. People may talk of Libersy, Properity, Confiience, Right
of Title, &. but the main Bufinefs and Earnelt of the World, is Il/fa;n;y Do-
wminion, and Power, and how to Compafs Thofe Ends; and not a Rufh
matter at laft, whether it be by Yorce, or by Cunning. ~ Miglhtand Righe
are Infeparable, in the Opinion of the World; and he that has the Longer
Sword, fhall never want, either Lawyers, or Divines to Defend hisClaim

But then comes the Kjire, or the Fox, in the Conclution; that is to fav'
fome ‘Third Party, that either by Strength, or by Craft, Mafters botls
Plaintiff and Defendant, and carries away the Booty. ’ B
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Fas VL
A Dog and a Shadofv,

"A S aDog was crofling a Rivér, with a Morcel of Good

Flefh in his Mouth, he faw (as he thought) Another Dog
under the Water, upon the very fame Adventure. He never
confider’d that the one was only the Jmage of the Other ; but
out of a Greedinefs to get Both, he Chops at the Shadow, and
Lofes the Subftance.

The MoxrAL.

All Covet, All Lofe ; which may ferve fir a Reproof to Thofe that Govern
their Lives by Fancy and Appetitey without confulting the Hononr, and
the Fufbice of the Cafe.

REFLEXON.

THis istheCafe of unreafonable, and InfatiableDefires; asin Love,
Ambition, and the Like; where People are flill reaching at More and More,
till they lofe all in the Conclufion.

There are more Meanings of Subffance and Shadow ; of Miftaking One
for Tother; and Lofing All by Chopping at More; then the bare Senfe
and Letter of the Dog, the Flgfb, and the Image here in the Fable. Un-
der thefe Heads are comprehended all Inordinate Defires,Vain Hopes,and
Miferable Difappointments. What {hall we fay of thofe that fpend their
Days in Gaping after Court-Favours and Preferments; Servile Flatteries,
and Slavith Atrendances? That Live and Entertain themfelves upon Blef-
fings in Vifion ? ( For Fair Words and Promifes, are no more than Empty
Appearances) Whatis all This, but Sacrificing a Mans Honour, Integrity,
Liberty, Reafon, Body, Soul, Fortune, and All, for Shadows? We place

. our Truft in Things that have no Being ; Diforder our Minds, Difcompofe

our Thoughts, Entangle our Eftates,and Sell our felves, in One Word, for
Bubbles. How wretchied is the Man that does not know when he’s Well,
but paffes away the Peace and Comfort of his Life, for the Gratifying of a
Fantaftical Appetite, or Humour ! Nay, and he Mifles his Aim, even in
That too, while he Squanders away his Intereft, and Forfeits his Difcre-
tion, in the Purfuit of Onc Vanity after Another. Ambition is a Lad-
der that reaches from Earth to Heaven ; and the Firft Round is but fo ma-~
ny Inches in a Mans way towards the Mounting of All the Reft. He’s
never well till he's at the Top, and when he can go no Higher, he muft
either Hang in the Air, or Fall ; For in This Cafe, he has nothing above
him to Afpireto, nor any Foot-Hold left him to come down by. Every
Man has what’s Sufficient, at Hand, and in Catching at more then he can
carry away,he lofes what he Had. Now there’s Ingratitude, as well as Difap-
pointment, in al} thefe Rambling and Extravagant Motions: Befide, that
Avarice is always Beggerly ; for He that Wants, has as good as Nothing.
The Defire of More and More, rifes by a Natural Gradation to Mott, and at-
ter that,to All ; Till in the Conclufion we find our felves Sick and Weary
of All that’s poffible to be had; follicitous for fomething clfe, and then
when we have fpent our Days in the Quelt of the Meanelt Things, and at

the
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the Feet too of the Worft of Men, we find at the bottom of the Acccount,
that all the Enjoyments under the Sun, are not worth ftruggling for. What
can be more Vainer now, then to Lavifh out our Livesand Fortunesinthe
Search and Purchafe of Trifles; and at the fame time to lye Carking for the
Unprofitabe Goods of this World, and in a reftlefs Anxiety of Thought
for. what’s to come, 'The Folly, in fine, of thefe Vexations and Frivolous
Purfuits, fhews it felf in all the Tranfports of our Wild and Ungovern’d
Afte&tions.

Here is further fet forth in this Emblem, ATl the Fabulous Torments of
Hell, even Above-Ground. Men that are Tainted with this Appetite are
ready to dye of Thirff, with Tantalus,and the Water running at their very
Lips. They are Condemn'd with the Sifters, to the Filling of Tubs with
Holes in’em’; which is but a Livel y Figure of fo much Labor fpent in Vain,
upon the Gratifying of Unreafonable Defires. What’s a Man’s Contend-
ing with Infuperable Difficulties, but the Rolling of Sifiphsus’s Stone up the
Hill, which s fure before hand, to Return upon him again? What’s an
Erernal Circulation of the fame Things, as well 2 the fame Steps, withoue
Advancing one Inch of Ground towards his Journey’s End, but Ixion in
the Wheel? And all this while, with Caresand Horroursat hisHeart, like
the Vultar that’s Day and Night Quarrying upon Prometheus’s Liver.

But after all that’s faid upon this Subje€t, of our Miftake, and Punifh.
ment, theGreat Nicety will lye in Right y Diftinguifhing betwixt the Sxb-
Jtance, and the Shadow, and in what degree of Preference the one ftands
to the other. Now this muft be according to Epictetus’s Diftribution of
Matters, into what we have in our own Power; and what #0¢ ; and in Placin
things Horeft and Neceffary, before other Stibordinate Satisfations. £/op's
Dog here was in the Poffeffion of a very Good Breakfaft, and he knew ve-
ty well what he had in his Mouth; buc flill, either out of Levity, Curio-
fity, or Greedinefs, he muft be Chopping at fomething elfe, that he neither
wanted, nor Underftood, till he loft All for a Shuds 5 that is to fay, for
juft nothing at All.

Fas. VIL
A Lion, an Qf3, &c. a Hunting,

:’lA Lion, an Afs, and fome other of their Fellow-Forrefters,
% went a Hunting one day; and every one to go fbare and
JShare-like in what they took. They pluck’d down a Stag, and
cut him up into fo many Parts ; but as they were entering up-
onthe Dividend, Hands off fays the Lion : This Part is mine by
the Privilege of my Quality : This, becaufe I'll have it in Jpiteg
Jour Teeth : “This again, becaufe I took moft Puains for't; and if
you Difpute the Fourth, we muft een Pluck 2 Crow about it.
Sothe Confederates Mouttis were all ftopt, and they went
away as mute as Fifhes.

i
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The Morar. )
Té °§ o Entrj g nto Leagues or Purtnerfhips, with thofe that are either
::: ;’,:,,mful,‘)g' too Crnﬁy for ss.  He thar bas the Staff in bis Hand
will be his Own Carver, ~ Boughit Wit is Beft,

REFLEXION.

vine the Incongruity of making the 4 aBeaft of Prey, we are
to lse:m from hence the %r:nger of Uneq;gml Alliances ; where the Poor and
the Weak lyeat the Mercy of the Richand the Powerful; and no Reme-
dy but Patience and Refignation. ) e
People thould have a care how they Engage themfelves in Pattrier(hips
with Men that are too Mighty for them, whether it be in Mony, Pleafure,
or Bus'nefs.  Fimd out fomething, fays a Court-Minion, and then upon the
Difcovery, helays hands on’t fot himfelf. SoSays, and fo Does the Lion
here to the A4f5 and his Companions. Now this is only a State-way of
Fifhing with Cormorants.. Men in Power, Plunge their Chgnts into the
Mud, with a Ring about their Necls; So that let them bring up what
they will, nothing goes down with them that they {hall be ever the Bet-
ter for.  And when'they come in Conclufion to Caft up the Profit and
Lofs of the Purchafe, or the Projet; what betwixt Force, Interelt, and
Good Manners, the Adventurer fcapes well if he can but get offat laft
with kis Labour for his Pains. .
Ambition, and the Infatiable Thirft of Mony, Greatnefs, and Glory,
know no other Bounds of Juftice or Confcience, then the Meafures of a

“Corrupt Appetite. Services are paid with Smoakand Fair Words ; and

there goes a World. of Unprofitable Ceremony to the Mortifying of an
Honeft Man.  Promifes and Proteftationsare o y Paflages of Courfe,and
meer Expletives; that in the Conftru@ion of Civility, and Good Breeding,
fignifie no more then [ Your Humble Servant Sir.} All, in fhort, that the
Lion fays and does, in this Inftance, is but according to the Praice of
Men in Power ina Thoufand other Cafes.

Fas. VIIL
A Wolfand a Crane.

Wolf had got a Bone in’s Throat, and could think of rio
A better Inftrument to Eafe him of it, then the Bill of a
Crane; fo he went and Treated with a Crane to help him out
with it, upon Condition of a very confiderable Reward for his
pains.  The Cranedid him the Good Office, and then claim’d
his Promife. Why how now Impudence ! (fays tother) Do you
put your Head into the Mouth of a Walf, and then, when yave
brought it out again fafe and found, do you talk of a Reward ?
Why Sirrah, you have your Head again, and is not that a Suf-
ficient Recomperice,

The
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The MogrAL.

One Good Turn they [ay reéuire: another: But yet He that has 2o do with
Wild Be?l; ( as fome Men are No Better’) and comes off with aWhole
Skiny let him Expect No Other Reward, .

REFLEXION.

Tw1s Fable will bear Divers Morals; as Firft, That it is butDue Gra~
titude 0 be Thankful to our Prefervers. Secondly, The Crare’s Good
Fortune can hardly Excufe his Facilility. And then the Craze did 1ll again,
to Infift upon a Reward ; for a Good Office pays it felf; neithet was he
reafonably. to Expett that fo Perfidiousa Creature fhould keep Touch with
him. Thirdly, Though the Woif was to blame for not making Good his
Promife, there is yetin Equity, a kind of Reward, in not Chopping off
his Head when he had it at Mercy. s .

The Cafe of the Crase here, is a Cafe of Confcience ; for ’tis a Nice
Bulinefs to Determine, how far Wicked Men in their Diftreffes Mz be
Relievd; How far they Ought to be Reliev’d; and to what Degree of
Lofs, Labor, and Difficulty, a Sober, a Wife, and a Good Man may In-
terpofe to their Redrefs. He may Give; he may Lexd, he may Ventare, fo
far as Generofity and Good Nature fhall prompt him ; provided always
that he go no farther then the Confcience of the Caufe, or of the AQion
will Warrant him. A Manis at Libersy, ’tis true, to domany Kind and
Brave Offices, which he is not Bound to do: And if the Largenefs of his

Heart fhall carry him beyond the Line of Neceffary Prudence, ‘we may

only reckon upon it asa more Illuftrious Weaknefs.

Here is 3 Fi€tion of One Crane that fcap’d, that there might not want
One Inftance of an Encouragement to a Dangerous A& of ‘Charity : But
this One Inftance is not yet fufficient to juftifie the making a Common
Praftice of it, upon the fame Termis. *Tis poffible for One Blot not to
be Hit; or to beOver-feen perhaps. And fo ’tis as poffible for One 11l
Man, either not to think of the Mifchicf he could do, or to flip the Oc-
cafion of it; but fuch a Deliverance however, is a Thing to Thank Pro-
vidence for, without ftanding upona Reward for the Service. TheBonein
the Throat of the Wolf, may be Underftood of any fort of Pinch, or Cala-
mity cither in Body, Liberty, or Fortune. How many do we {ee Daily,
Gaping andStruggling with Bones in their Throats, that when they have
gottenthem drawn out, have Attempted the Ruin of their Deliverers! The
World, in fhort, is full of Pratices and Examples to Anfwer the Tntent of
this Fable; and there are Thoufands of Confciences that will be Touch’d
with theReading of it, whofe Names are not written in their Foreheads.

Fas IX.
A Eauntepman and a Snake,

A Countryman happen’d ina Hard Winter to fpy a Snakeun.
der a Hedge, that was half Frozen to Death. ‘The Man
was Good Natur'd and Took it up, and kept it in his Bofom,
till Warmth brought it to Life again ; and fo foon as ever it

was
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was in Condition to do Mifchief it bit the very Man that
favd the Life on’t. Ah thou Ungrateful Wretch ! Says he, Is
that Venemous 11l Nature of thitie to be Satisf’d with nothing
lefs then the Ruine of thy Preferver ?

The MoxraL.

There are Seme Men like Some Snakes ; *Tis Nataral to them to be doing
Mifchief; and the Greater the Benefit on the One fide, the More implaca~
bl is the Malice on the other.

REFLEXON.

He that takes an Ungrateful Man into his Bofom, is well nigh fqrg: to
be Betray’d; and it is no longer Charity, but Folly, to thmlg o?Obhgmg
the Common Enemies of Mankind. ~But ’tis no New thing for good
Natur’d Men to meet with Ungrateful Returns. Wherefore Friendfhips,
Charities, and Kindnefles, fhould be well Weigl’d and Examin’d, as to
the Circumftances of Time, Place, Manner, Perfon, and Proportion, be-
fore we Sign and Seal. A Man had much better take a Tyger into his
Grounds, then a Suake into his Bofom. How many Examples have_ we
feen with our own Eyes, of Men that havebeen pick’d up, and Reliev’d
out of Starving Neceffities, without either Spirit, or Strength to do Mif-
chief, who.in requital have afterwards confpir’d again(t the Life, Honour,
and Fortune of their Patrons and Redeemers.  Did ever any of thefe Hu-
man Spakes lofe their Venom for lying under fome Temporary Incapacity
of Ufingit? Will they be ever the lefs Dangerous and Malicious, when
Warmth {hall bring them to themfelves again; becaufe they were once
Frozen and Benumm’d with Cold? The very Credulity Encourages an
Abufe, where the Will:todo Mifchief only waits for the Power, and Op-
portunity of putting it in Execution, Facility makes the Innocent a Prey
to the Crafty: The Szake, after his Recovery, is the very fame Snake ftill,
that he was at firt. How many People have we read of in Story, that
aftera Pardon for One Rebellion, have been taken in Another with that
very Pardon in their Pockets, and -the Ink fcarce Dry upon the Parch-
ment ? Now all this is no more then the Proverb ina Fable: Save aThief
fromthe Gallows, and he'll Cut your Troat. :

Fas. X.
A Lion and'an Qfe,

‘A N 4ffe was fo Hardy once, as to fall a Mopping and
A Braying ata Lion.. "The Lion began at ﬁ_r(’c to fhew his
Teeth, and to Stomack the Affront; but upon Second
Thoughts; Well! (fays he ) Feer on,and be an affe ftill. Take
notice only by the way, that 'tis the Bafenefs of your Charatter
that has fav’d your Carcafs.

The
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The MoraAL

It s belo the Dignity of aGrest Mind to Entertain Contefts with People
that have neither Quality nor Courage: Befide the Folly of Contending
with 4 Miferable Wretch, where the very Competition is aScandal.

REFLEXITION.

ScouNpRELs dre apt to be Infolent toward their Superiours; but it
does not yet become a Man of Honour and Wifdom, to Conteft with
Mean Rafcals; and to Anfwer Every Fool in his Folly. ~ One Indignity is
rotto be Reveng’d by Another.

The very Conteft fets the Mafter and the Man upon the Same Level ;
and the Lior was in the Right, not to Caft away his Difpleafure upon an
Affe, where there was only Reputation to be Loft, and None to be Got-
ten. 'The very Beafts of the Forreft will Rifeup in Judgment againft fuch
men, Contempt in fuch a Cafe as This, is the only Honorable Revenge.

&

Fas. XI;
A ity Poule and a Countey Poufe.

,THere goes an Old Story of a Country Moufe that Tnvited a
City-Sifter of hers to a Country Collation, where the fpar'd
for Nothing that the Placeafforded ; as Mouldy Crufts,Cheefe-
Parings, Mufty Oatmeal, Rufty Bacon, and the like. Now the

City-Dame was fo well bred, as Seemingly to take All in Good

Part: Butyet at laft, Sifter (fays fhe, after the Civileft Fathion )
why will you be Miferable when you may be Happy ? Why
will you lie Pining, and Pinching your felf in fuch a Lonefome
Starving Courfe of Lifeas This s ; when ’tis but going to Town
along with Me;; to Enjoy all the Pleafures, and Plenty that your
Heart can With ? This was a Temptation the Country Moufe
was not able to Refift; fo that away they Trudg’d together,
and about Midnight got to their Journeys End. The City Moufe
fhew'd her Friend the Larder, the Pantry, the Kitchin, and
Other Officeswhere the laid her Stores ; and after This, carry’d
her into the Parlour, where they found, yet upon the Table,
the Reliques of a Mighty Entertainment of That very Night.
The City- Moufe Carv'd her Companion of what the lik'd Beft,
and {oto’t they fell upen a Velvet Couch together : The Poor
Bumkin that had never feen, nor heard of fuch Doings before,

Blefs'd her felfat the Change of her Condition, when (asillluck

would have it ) all on a Sudden, the Doors flew open, and in
comes a Crew of Roaring Bullies, with their Wenches, their
Dogs and their Bottles, and put the Poor Mice to their Wits

End,
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End how tofave their Skins. The Stranger Efpecially, that had
never been at This Sport before; but fhe made a Shift however
for the prefent,io-{link into a Corner, where the lay Trembling
and Panting 'till the Company went their Way. So foon asever
the Houfe was Quiet again, Well : My Court Siffer, fays the, If
This be the Way of Your Town-Gamboles, I'll ¢’en back to my
Cottage, and my Mouldy Cheefe again ; for I had much rather
lie Knabbing of Crufts, without either Fear or Danger, in
my Own Little Hole, then be Miftrefs of the Whole World
with Perpetual Cares and Alarums.

“The Mo RAL.

The Difference betwixt a Court and a Counsry Life, The Delights, Innocence,
and, Security of the One, Compar'd with the Afxiety, the Lewdnefs, and
the Hazards of the Other.

REFLEXION.

‘Tux Defign of This Fable is to fet forth the Advantages of a Private
Life, above thofe of a Publick; whichare certainly very Great, if the Blef-
fings of Innocence, Security,Meditation,Good Air,Health, and found Sleeps, .
without the Rages of Wine, and Luft, or the Contagion of Idle Examples,
can make them fo: For every Thing there, is Natural and Gracious.
There’s the Diverfion of All Healthful Exercifes for the Body ; The Enter-
tainment of the Place, and of the Rivers, without any bafe Intereft to Cor-
rupt, cither the Virtue, or the Peace of our Lives. He'that’s a Slave in the
Town s a kind of a Petty Prince in the Country. He loves his Neigh-
bours, without Pride,and livesin Charity with the Whole World. All that
he fees is his Own, as to the Delight ofit, without Envying the Profperity.
His Doors are not Troubled with either Dunns, or Fools, and he has the Sa-
ges of All Times in his Cabinet for his Companions.Helives to Himfelf as
well as to the World, without Brawles or Quarrels, of any fort whatfoe-
ver.  Hefees no Bloody Murders; He hears No Blafphemous Execrations;
He Lives Free from the Plagues of Jealoufie and Envy: And This is the
Lifein finc, that the Greateft, and the Wifeft Men in the World, Have, or
would have made Choice of, if Caresand Bufinefs had not Hinder'd them
from fo Greata Blefling.

*Tisagainft Common Juftice to pafs Sentence without hearing Both fides:
And the Only way to come to a True Eftimate upon the Odds betwixt a
Publick and a Private Life; isto Try Both, Virtue is only Glorious in the
Native Simplicity of it,and while it holds no Communication with Intereft,
Fancy, Senle, or Ornament: Wherefore //ep has done Wifely to caft the
Iffue of the Queftion upen the Experiment, Far Srom Jupiter (-fays the
Adage’) far from the Thunder. “What fignifics the Splendor, and the Luxury
of Courts, confidering the Slavifh Attendances, the Invidious Competitions,
and the Mortal Difappointmentsthatgoalong with it, The Frowns of Prin-
ces, and the Envy of thofe that Judgeby Hearfay, or Appearance; without
cither Reafon, or Truthi To fay nothipg of the Innumerable Temptations,
Vices, and Excefles, of a Lifc of Pomp, and Pleafure. Let amanbutfet the
Pleafing of his Palate againft the Surfeits of Gluttony and Excefs, TheStar-
vingof his Mind againft a Pamper’d Carcafc ; The Reftlefs Importunities of

C2 Tale-
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"Tale-bearers and Back Friends,againft FairWords and Profeffions only from
the Teeth oytward : Lethim, Ifay, but fet the Onc in Ballance againft the
Other,and he {hall find himfelf Miferable, evenin the very Glutt of his De-
lights. To fay Allina Word ; Let him but fet the Comforts ofa Life fpent
in Noife, Formality, and Tumult, againft the Bleflings of a Retreat with
Competency and Freedom, and then Caft up his Account.

What Man then, that is not ftark Mad, will Voluntarily Expofe him-
{elf to the Imperious Brow-beatingsand Scorns of Great Men! to have a
Daggerftruck to his Heartinan Embrace; To betorn to pieces by Calumny,
nay to beaKnave in hisown Defence! for the Honefter the Worfe, in a Vi-
cious Age,and where *tisa Crime not to be like the Company. Men of that
Charaéter are not ta be Read,and Underftood by their Words, but by their
Interefts; their Promifes and Proteftations are no longer Binding then
while they are Profitable. But Bawdoin has done {o well upon this Fable,
that there needs no more to be faid to’t. '

Fas. XIL
A Crowand a Pulcle,

THe‘re was one of Your Royfton-Crows, that lay Battering
) upon a Maufcle;and could not for hisBlood break the Shell
tocome at the Fith. A Carrion-Crow,in this Interim,comes up,and
tells him, that what he could not do by Force, he might do by
Stratagem. Take this Mufcle up in the Air,fays the Crow,as High
as you can carry it, and then let him fall upon that Rock there ;
His Own Weight, You thall fee, fhall break him. The Royftoner

took his Advice, and it fucceeded accordingly ; but while the-

One was upon Wing, the Other ftood Lurching upon the
Ground, and flew dway with the Fifh.

The Morar:
Charity begins at Home, they fay; and moft People are kind o their Neigh-

bours for their Own [akes.

REFLEXION.

It isno longer an Amity of Virtue, but of Defign, when we feekour
Own Intereft, under Colour of obliging Others; and men of Franknefs
and Simplicity, are the moft cafily Impos’d upon; where they have Craft
and Treachery to deal withal. The Impofture, in Truth, canhardly Mif
carry,where there is a full Confidence on the One fide, and aPlaufible Ad-
drefsand Difpofition on the Other; wherefore ’tis good to be Wary,but fo
as not_to be Inexorable, where thereis but any place for Charity it felf'to
hope for better Things; Not but that aSupine,Credulous Facility expofes a
man to be both a Prey, and a Laughing-ttock, at,once. *Tisnot for usto
judy of the good Faith of mens Intentions, bt by the Light we receive from
their Works, We may fet up this for aRule however, that where the Ad-
vifer is tobe evidently the Better for the Council, and the Advifed,in Ma{n};

e
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feft Danger to be the worfe for’t, there’sno Medling. The Crow’s Counfel
was good enough in it felf; but it Was given with a fraudulent Intention.

Fas XIIL
A for and a Ravern,

’ Certain Foz {py’d out a Ragen upon a T'ree with a Morfel

A in his mouth,that fet his Chops a watering ; but how to
come at it was the Queftion.Oh thou Blefled Bird! (fayshe)the
Delight of Gods,and of Men ! and fo he lays himfelf forth upon
the GracefulnefSof the Ravens Perfon, and the Beauty of his
Plumes ; His Admiral Gift of Augury,&c.And now,fays the Foz,
If thou hadft but a Voice anfwerable to the reft of thy Excellent
Qualities, the Sun in the Firmament could not thew the World
fuch Another Creature. This Naufeous Flattery fets the Raven
immediately a Gaping as Wide as ever he could firetch, to give
the Fox a tafte of his Pipe ; but upon the Opening of his Mouth
he drops his Breakfaft, which the Fox prefently Chopt up, and
then bad him remember,that whatever he had faid of his Beauty,
he had fpoken nothing yet of his Brains. '

The MoraL.

There’s hardly any Man living that may not be wrought upon move or lefs by
Flattery : For we do all of us Naturally Overween i our Own Favour: Bar
when it comes to be Applyd once 10 a Vain Fool, it makes him  forty times ar
Arranter Sor then he ‘was before.

REFLEXION

T x11 s Fable fhews us the Danger and the Nature of Flattery. It calls Good
Things by Ill Names, and Illby Good; but it will never be out of Credit,
fo long as there are Knaves toGive it, and Fools to Take it. It is never
more Pernicious then in the Courts of Great Princes, becaufe agood deal of
it looks like Duty ; as in private Cafes, it carries a face of Friendfhip. The
way to Rifeis to Pleafe, and whatever is gotten by’, comes by Treachery.
*Tis a Defign thatendangers both Body, Soul,and Eftate ;and not One Man
ofa Million that’s Proof againtt it.- But Great and Good Men will rather
look for theit Charatter in the Writings and Precepts of the Philofophers,
then in the Hyperboles of their Flatterers: For they know very well that Wife
Books are the Only True Friends.

There’s aFawning, Crafty Knave, and a Vain Eafie Fool, well met, in
thisFable of the Fox and the Raves; whichis no moreat laft, thenOne
fort of Rafcal Cajoling Another; And then to fhew us, both that Impudence
will ftick at nothingand-that a Self-Conccited Fop will fwallow Any thing,
the Raven’s Beauty forfooth, and his Voice are the Topiques, that-Reynard
has made choice of to Dilateupon.The two main Ends of Flattery,are Profit,
or Safet}', though there are many others too that arelefs Principal ; but in

ome refpect or other, Reducible to thefe Heads. 'The One is too Merce-
nary,
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e Other too Servile, for 2 man of Woyth. Thereare alfo feveral
If‘g\"-tys’a?:c‘lddgérees of itunder this, Divifion; and dlve_rs ways of Addrefsand
Application. But Flatteryis Flattery fill, and th; Moral extends to All.
"Tis in it {elfan Unmanly, Slavifh Vice; buticis much Worfe yet for the
Alliance it has to Hypocrifie : for while we make other people think Better:
of themfelves then they Deferve, we make them think Better of Us too then
‘We Deferve: For Self-love and Vanity onthe One hand,Affifts the Falfenefs
and Confidence on the Other, while it ferves to confirm weak Mmds it
the Opinion they had of Themfelves before; and makes them Parties, effe-
&ually,in aConfpiracy, to their Own Ruin. The Meafures,and the Artifices
ofit are Many, and in divers Cafes fo likeSincerity, that what betwixt Cu-
ftom,and the Nature ofthe Thing,it looks,in truth,like a Virtue,and a Duty ;
that isto fay, where it is fo manag’d, asto be rather Inftrutive then puffing
up. As for Example, for a body to fay, [ This or That was Wilely forefeen,
Or [ Yo intend, Iprefume, to go Thisor ThatWayto Work : 7 and the like.
Such an Infinuation as this is, carries the Force in it of a Tacite, and a pru-
dent Advice ; for it both ferves to point out the Reafon of the thing, and
it preferves the Decency of that Refpeét which ought to goalong withit.
>Tis a good Hint, the very fuggefting-of fuch or fuch a Precaution, though
the confideration perhapsnever came near the t'others Thoughts. Butthere
is a certain Habitual Meannefs of Soul, which has fo far prevail'd in the
‘World, that Common Civility i;)no(l:efs tainted by Courfe and Cuftom, then
i ip and Converfation is orruption. : .
Frﬁn?sﬂ]tlge Parafites Art to ca{’cyhimfelf into all Shapes that may fort with
the Figure of his Patron, in whatPoft, Funétion, or Adminftration foever;
and to frame the Air and Countenance of his Words, Looks, and Actions
accordingly, witha refpeét to his Power, Wifdom, Condutt, Bravery, Ge-
nerolity, Jultice, or what other Subjeét he thinks fit to treat upon. So that
fet him be never fo Perfidious, Shallow, Rafh, Timorous, Envious, Ma-
licious, Proud, Covetous, &c. a Little Conrs Foly Water Wathes off all
Stains. And what is this upon the Main now, but an Exchange of Air for
Subftance, and parting with All that either is, or ought to be Dear to us,
foraSong? ‘The Flatterer, firft Counfels his Patron to his Lofs ;. and then
betrays him into the making himfelf Ridiculous ; as what can be more fo,
then for a Raven to Value Himfelf upon his Crosking, or an Affe upon his
Braying ? The only Benefit, or Good of Flattery is this; that by Hearing
what we are Noz ; we may be Inftrutted what weOsghrtobe, * -

Fas XIV.
An DivLion,

Lion that in the Days of his Youth and Strength, had
been very Cutragious and Cruel, came in the end to e
Reduced by Old Age, and Infirmity, to the laft Degree of Mife-
ry,and Contempt : Infomuch that All the Beafts ofthe Forreft ;
fome out of Infolence;others in Revenge,fome infine,upon One
Pretence, fome upon Another, fell upon him by Confent. He
was a Miferable Creature to all Intents and Purpofes ; but No-
thing went fonear the Heart of him in his Diftrefs, as to find
himfelf Batter'd by the Heel of an Affe. -
' e
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The MoraL.

A Prince that does not [ecure Friends to Himfelf while be is in Power ind
Condition to oblige them, muft never expeét to fisd Friends, when he is
Old and Impotent, and no longer Ableto do thems any Good, If he Governs
Tyrannically in bis Youth, he will be fure to be Treated Contemptuonfly in his
Age; and the Bafer his Enemies are, the more Infolent, and Intollerable
will be the Affront,

REFLEXION.

Trs may ferve for a Leffon to men in Power, that they Treafure up
Friendsin their Profperity, againft a time of Need ; for He that does not Se-
cure himfelfof a ftock of Reputation in his Greatnefs, fhall moft Certainly
fall Unpity'd in his Adverfity : And the Bafer his Enemies are, the more
infuppgrtable is the Infolence, and the forwarder will they be to Trample
upon him.

pThe Cafe of this Miferable 0/d Lionmay ferve to putGreat Menin mind,
that the Wheel of Time, and of Fortune s flill Rolling, and that they them-
felvesare to lie down at laft in the Grave with Common Duft: And with-
out any thingto fupport them intheir Age, but the Reputation, Virtue and
Confcience of a well-fpent Youth. Nay Age itfelf, is well-nigh fufficient to
Deface every Letter and Ation in the Hiftory of a Meritotious Life. For
Old Services are Bury’d under the Ruins of an Old Carcafs: but there are
None yet that fall fo Unpitied ; fo Juft, fo Neceffary, and fo Grateful a Sa-
crifice to the Rage and Scorn of common People, as thofe that have raivd
themfelves upon theSpoils of the Publick : Efpecially ‘when that Oppreffion
is Agf,ravated with 2 Wanton Cruelty, and with Blood and Rapine, for the
very love of Wickednefs. It is a kind of Arrogance, in fuch a cafe, to be
Honeft, where *tis both a Fathion, and a Credit to be the contrary,

"T'he Lion is here upon his Death Bead ; Not a Friend left him, nor fomuch
asan Enemy, with either Fangs or Claws, that does not ftand Gaping and
Waiting fora Collop of him. Here he lics, Faint, Poor, and Defencele s, U=
der the{judgment of Divine Vengeance, and the Animadverfion of Humane
Juftice, both at once;; ftung inhis own Thoughts with the Guilty Remem-
branceof the Prideand Riot of his Youth,Abandon’d and Defpis’d, by the
Righteous Retaliation of Heaven it felf: ‘Al his Sins, as well as all his Ad-
verfaries; his Frauds,and Cruelties ; Broken Vows, Promifesand Contraéts,
his Tyranny and Hypocrific, and the Iniquity, in fine, of Allhis Councels,
and Praétices, for the Ruineofthe Guiltlefs flying in the Faceof him.

Fas XV.
"An @ffe and a EZibelp.

A Gentleman had got a Favourite-Spaniel, that would be ftill
Toying, and Leaping upon him, Licking his Cheeks,

-and playing a Thoufand pretty Gamboles, which the Mafter

was well enough pleas'd withall. This Wanton Humour fuc-
ceeded fo well with the Puppy, that an 4ff¢ in the Houfe would
needs
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needs go the fame Gamefome Way to Work, to Curry favour
for Himfelf too ; but he was quickly given to underftand,
with a Good Cudgel, the Difference betwixt the One Play-
Fellow and the Other.

The MoraL.

People that live by Example, (bould do well to ook wery Narrowly into the
Force and Authority of the Prefident, withont Saying, or Doing Things at a
Venture : for that may Become One Man, which would be Abjolutely Into-
lerable in Another, under Differing Circumftances.

REFLEXION.

Unper the Allegory of the 4[fe, is Infinuated the Licence of a Buffon.
There’s Mifchief and Scandal in the very Sport,and Humour of it. "There
arefome men that feem to have Brutal Minds wrapt up in Humane Shapes,
Their very Carefles are Rude and Importune, and with £/op’s Affe here,
their very Complements deferve a Corretion, rather then an Encourage-
mient; or a Reward. . )

All Creatures have fomewhat in them peculiar to their Several Species ;
and that Practiceis flill the Beft which is moft Confonant to the Nature of
them, by a Common Inflin€t. The Fawnings of an Affe are as Unnatural as
the Brayings would be of a Dog, and 2 man would as foon Chufe him for his
Bed-fellow as for his Play-fellow. He that follows Nature is never out of
his Way ; and that which is Beft for every Man, is Fitteft for him too. He
does it with Eafe and Succefs, whereas all Imitation is Put’d, and Servile.

Fas. XVL
A ifon and a Boule.

Pon the Roaring of a Beaft in the Wood,a Moufe ran pre-

fently out tofee what News : and what was it, but a

Lion Hamper'd in a Net ! This Accident brought to her mind,

how that fhe her felf, but fome few Days before, had fall'n

under the Paw of a Certain Generous Lion, that let her go

again. Upon a Stri¢t Enquiry into the Matter, fhe found This

to be That very Lion ; and fo fet her felf prefently to Work

upon the Couplings of the Net ; Gnaw'd the Threds to pieces,
and in Gratitude Deliver’d her Preferver.

The Mor AL.

';]?ithautf Good Natare, and Gratitude, Men had s good live ina Wildermjf:
- a5 in aSociety, There is no Subject (o Inconfiderable, but his Prince, at
Jome time or Other, may have Occafion for him, and it holds tl;raufqb the

Whole Scale of the Creation, that the Great and the Little have Need oise

qf Another.
T R E-
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REFLEXION.

Tuere is nothing fo Lictle, but Greatnefs may come to Stand in need
on’t, and therefore Prudenceand Difcretion ought to have a place in Cle-
mency, as well as in Piety and Juftice. *Tis Doing is we would be done by,
and the Obligation s yetStronger, when there is Gratitude, as well asHo~
nour and Good Nature in the Cafe, 'The Generofity of the Lion, and the
Gratitude of the Moufe ; The Power, the Dignity, and the Eminence of the
One, and the Meannefs of the Other ; doall Concur to the making of this
avery Inftruétive Fable. Who would. have thought that Providence
fhould ever have laid the Life of a Lion at the Mercy of a Moufé ¢ But the
Divine Wifdom that brings the Greateft Endsto pafs by the moft Defpica-
ble Means, Orders the Reward of Virtue, and the punithment of Vice, by
Ways only known to it felf, intoken of an Approbation of the Qne and a
Diflike of the Other.

Here’sa Recommendation of Clemency and Wifdom,Both in One; for
the Lion, in {paring the Life of the Monfe, fav’d hisOwn ; and has leftus in
this Fable,an Inftance of a Grateful Beaft, that will ftand upon Record to
the Confufion of many an Ungrateful Man; that is to fay, againft thofe
thatin their Profperity forget their Friends, that to their Lofsand Hazard,
ftood byand fuccour’d them in their Adverfity. Thisis a Sin of fo odious
and Dangerous an Example, that it.puts even Piety, and Gratitude it felf
out of Countenance. And then the Tendernefs on the other fide, is Matter
of Intereft, and ordinary Prudence, as well as of Virtue. If this Lion had
kill’d the Moxfe, what would the other Mice have faid or Done afterwards,
when they fhould have found the fame Léon in the Toil? [ Have a care
Good People ; for this is he that killed our Sifter, and we cannot fave His
Life, without Hazarding our Own. If the Huntfman Kill Him, weare
{ure he will never Kill Us; Befide that we fhall have one Enemy the fewer
for’t, when he’s gone.] Now the Reafon of £fops Monfe here, works quite
Another way. This Lion, (fays he) gave Me my Life, when he had it at
Mercy, and it is now My Turn, and Duty, todo whatIcan to preferve
His. No Flefh, in fine, can be fo Great, as not to tremble under the
Force, and Confequences of this Prefident: .

Fas. XVIL
A Sick Hite and her gBother.

YRay Mother ( fays aSick Kite ) Give over thefe Idle La-
mentations, and let me rather have your Prayers. Alas!

- my Child, ( faysthe Dam ) which of the Gods fhall I go to,

for a Wretch that has Robb’d All their Altars?

The MorAL.
Nothing but the Confeience of & Virtuous Life can make Death Eafie to us,

Wherefore there’s No trafting to the Diftraction of an Agonizing, and 4
Death-bed Repentance.

D RE-




Zfops FABLE .

REFLEXION,

_ Tui Kjre’s Death-bed Devotion and Repentance works like the Cha-
rity and Piety of a great many Penitents we meet with in the World ; that
after the Robbing of Temples, the prophaning of Altars, and.other Violen-
ces of Rapine and Oppreflion, Build an Hofpital perhaps, or ‘fome little
Alms-Houfe, out of the Ruins of the Church, and the fpoils of Widows
and Orphans ; put up a Bill for the Prayers of the Congregation; Wipe
theirMouths, and All’s well again.  But ’tis not fora Wicked Life to truft
to the Hazzards of .an Uncertain State, and Difpofition at the Point of
Death.  When Men, come to, that Laft Extremity once, by Languor,
Pain;:or Sicknefs; and to lie Agonizing betwixt Heaven and Hell, under
the f&roke either of a Divine Judgment; or of Human Frailty, they arenot
commonly fo fenfible oftheir Wickednefs, or fo EffeCtually touch’d with the
remorfe of atrue Repentance, as they are Diftracted with the terrors of
Death, :and the Dark Vifionary Apprehenfions of what’s to come. People
in that Condition do but difcharge themfelves of Burdenfom Reflexions, as
they.do. of the Cargo of a Ship.at Sea that has fprunk a Leak : Every thing
is dope in a Hurry, and men only part with their Sins in the one Cafe, as
they do: with their Goods in the other ; to Fifh them up again, fo foon as
the Storm is over. . Grace moft be very ftrong in thefe Confi&s, wholly
to Vanquifh the weakneffes of Diftreffed Nature, - That certainly is none
of the; time to make Choice of for the Great Work of reconciling our felves
toHeaven, when weare divided, and confounded berwixe an Anguifh of
Body, and of Mind: And the Man is worfe then Mad that Ventures his
Salvatjon upon that Defperate Iffue. 'We have abundance of thefe Sick
Kitesin the World, that after a Sacrilegious Life, fpent in the Robbing of
the Church, would willingly be thought to Die in the Bofom of it.

Fas. XVIIL
A Swillow and other irus.

T Here wasa Country Fellow at work a Sowing his Grounds,
and a Swallow ( being a Bird famous for Providence and
Forefight ) calld a company of Little Birds about her, and bad
‘em take Good Notice what that Fellow was a doing. You muft
know(fays the Swallow ) that all the Fowlers Nets and Snares
are, made of Hemp, or Flax; and that’s the Seed that he is now

a Sowing. . Pick it up in time for fear of what may come on’t.

In fhort, they put it off, till it took Root ; and then again, till
it was {prung up into the Blade. Upon this, the Swallow told
“em once for All, that it was not yet too Late to prevent the
Mifchief, if they would but beftir themfelves, and fet Hearti-
1y dbout if ; but finding that no heed was given to what the
{uid ; Shee'enbad adieu to her old Companions in the Woods,
and fo betook her felf to a City Life, and to the Converfati-
s v on
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on of Men. ‘This Flaz and Hemp came in time to be gather'd,
and Wrought, and it was this Swallows Fortune to fee Several
of the very fame Birds that the had forewarn'd, taken in Nets,
made of the very Stuff fhe told them of.  They came at laft
to be Senfible of the folly of flipping their Opportunity ; but
they were Loft beyond All Redemption firft.

The MorAL.

Wife Men vead Effeéts in their Canfes, but Fools will ot Belicve them tilltss
700 late to prevent the Mifchief. ~ Delay in thefe Cafes is Mortal.

REFLEXION.

M axy and Many atime has this been our ewn Cafe, both publick
and private, when we would not Believe the Danger of things *ill the
Evil was come upon us: But Good Counfel is caft away, upon the Arro-

gant, and Self conceited, or the ftupid, who are either tooProud to takeit,

or too Heavy to Underftand it.

The Sowing of Hemp-Seed, and of Plot-feed is muchat one. TheDefiga,
and the End are Deftruétion, Both Alike. The Swallow propofes the Pre-
venting ofill Confequences in their Caufes, and Obviaring the Mifchief be-
times: But that Counfel is either thrown off with a Raillery, or not mind-
ed at all : Governours woutd have enough to do, they Cry, to trouble their
Heads with the Politiques of every Medling Officions Impertinent. 'Well, It
takes Root ; fhews it felf in the Blade, Advances, and Ripens: And flill
the Swallow is but the fame Fool over again, for continuing the fame Advice.
The Hemp comes at laft to be pluckt up, Pil’d, Drefs’d, and Spun; The
Netsand Snares made and laid; and yet all this while the Birds could ne-
ver find a time to Bethink themfelves, till they came to be Hamper’d, and
Ruined paft Recovery.

What isall thisbut a perfe€t Emblem of the Method of Deftroying King-
doms and States. Cautions, or the common Ways of Anticipating, or De-
feating Confpiracics, are below the Wifdom of men of Insrigue, and Ca-
bal ; till at laft, a Faction comes to be too hard for the Government. Now
whether this befals a Kingdom by Envy, Ignorance, Confpiracy, Treache-
ry, or Prefumption, it comes all to a cafe, fo longasit docs the Work. It
is the Bane of Society, and in truth, even of particular Perfons too, when
betwixt Lazinefs and Neglect, men flip all the Oportunities, with the
Birds here in theFable, of aSafe, and of a Happy Lite.

Faz XIX.
The sregs Chufea fing.

N the days of Old, when the Frogs were All at liberty in

8 the Lakes, and grown quite Weary of living without Go-
vernment, they Petition’d ‘fupiter for a King, to the End that
there might be fome Diftin&ion of Good and Evil, by
‘ D=2 Certain
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Certaifi Equitable Rules and Methods of Reward and Punifh-
meiif.  Fupiter, that knew the Vanity of their Hearts, threw
them down a Log for their Governonr ; which upor the firft
Dafh, frighted the whole Mobile of them into thie Mudd for
the vei'y fear ont. This Panick Terror kept them in Awe for
a while, tillin good time one Frog, Bolder then the Reft, put
up his Head, and look’d about him, to {ee how {quares went
with their New King: Upon This, he calls his Fellow-Sub.
jecs together ; Opens the truth of the Cafe; and Nothing
would ferve them then, but Riding a-top of him 5 Infomuch
that the Dread they were in before, is now turn’d into Infolence,
and Tumult.  This King, they faid, was too Tame for them,
and Fupiter muft needs be entreated to fend ’em Another: He
did fo, but Authors are divided upon it, whether ’twas a Stork,
or aSerpent 5 though whether of the Two foever it was, he
left them neither Liberty, nor Property, but made a Prey of
his Subje@s.  Such was their Condition in fine, that they fent
Mercury to Jupiter yet once again for Another King, whofe An-
fwer was "This : They that will not be Contented when they are Well,
mSt be Patient when Things are Amifs with them : and People

had better Reft where they are, then go farther, and fare
Worfe.

The MoraAr.

The Mobile are wneafie without a Raler : They are s Reftlefs with one ; and
the oftuer they (bift, the Worfe they Are 5 So that Government, or No

Government 5 a King quod’:Mal'izg, or of the Peoples, or none at all;

the Multitude are never 10 be fatisfle

REFLEXION.

Turs Fable, under the Emblem of the Frg 5, fets forth the Murfnur-
ing, and the Unfteadinefs of the Common People ; thatin a State of Liber-
ty will have a Kjng : They do not like him when they have him, and fo
Change again, and grow Sicker of the next, then they wereof the Former.
Now the Bus’nefsis only this: They are never fatisfy’d with their prefent
Condition ; but their Governoursare ftill either too Dull, or too Rigid.
”Tis 2 Madnefs for him that’s Free, to put himfelf into a ftate of Bondage,
and rather then bear a Lefs Misfortune to Hazzard a Greater.

This Allufion of the Frogs runs upon All Four (as they fay ) in the Re-
femblance of the Multitude, both for the Humour, the Murmer, the Im-
portunity, and the fubje@ matter of the Petition. Redrefs of Grievances
1s the Queftion, and the Devil ofit is, that the Petitioners arc never to be
pleasd. ~In one Fitthey cannot be Withour Government : In Another they
cannot bear the Toke on’t. They find Abfolute Freedom to be aDirelt
State of War; for where there’s no Means of either preventing Strife, or
Ending it, the Weaker are ftili a Prey to the Stronger.  Ore King istoo
Softy and Eafie for them ; Another too Fiery ! And then a Third Change
would
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uld do better they think. Now ’tis Impoffiblc to fatisfie people that
X'Iguld have they knov\}; not what; They Beg and Wrangle, and Appeal,
and their Anfwers is at laft, that ifthey fhift again, they fhall be ftill Worfe;
By which, the Frogs are given to Underitand the very truch of the Magter,
aswe find it in the World, both in the Nature, and Reafon of the T lupg,
and in Policy and Religion; whichis, That Kings are from qu, and that
itisa Sin, a Folly, and a2 Madnefs, to ftruggle with his Appointments.

Fas. XX,
The fite, Dawk, and Pigeons.

! l ‘HE Pigeons finding themfelves Perfecuted by the Kire,

made Choice of the Hawk for their Guardian. The
Hawk fets up for their Protetor ; but pnder Countenange
ofa’if‘hat Autlfl’ority, makes more Havock in the Dove-Houfe in
TwoDays, then the Kite could have donein Twice as many
Months.

The Morar.

*T'és a Dangerous Thing for People to call in a Powerful and Ambitions man
" for their Pratector ; andupon the Clamour of here and there a Private per-
fony to0 hazard the Whole Community,

REFLEXION.

It is Highly Dangerous, and Imprudent, for a People in War to call
in an Enemy-Prince to their Defence. There’s no Trufting a Perfidious
Man, nor any Enmity like the Pretended ProteGion of a Treacherous

‘Friend.

Thete is no Living in this World without Inconveniencies, and therefore
People fhould have the Wit, or the Honefty, to take up with the Leaft,
and tobear the Lot, which is not to be Avoided, with Honour, and Pa-
tience.  How many Experiments have been made in the Memory of Man,
both in Religion, and in State, to mend Matters, upon pretence that they
were Uneafie, by making them Inolerable, And whenceis This, but from
a Miftaken Opinion of the Prefent, andas Falfe a Judgment of the Future!
Andall for want of Rightly Underftanding the Nature and the Condition
of Things, and for want of Forefight into Events. But we are Mad upon
Variety,and fo Sick of the Prefent, (how much foever Without,or Againft
Reafon) that we Abandon the Wifdom, and the Providence of Heaven,
and Fly from theGrievances of God’s Appointment, to Blind Chance for
a Remcedy. This Fable in One Word was never more Exattly Moralized
then in our Broils of Famous Memory.

"The Kjite was the Evil Councellor; The Free-Born Peoplethat Complain’d
of them were Pigeons; The Huwk was the Power or Authority that they
Appeal'd to for Protetion. And what did all this come to at' Laft? The
very Guardians that took upon them to Refcue the Pigeons from the Kire,
deftroy’d the Whole Dove-Houfe, devour’d the Birds, and fhar’d the Spoil
among(t Themfelves. 5

AB.
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Fase XXI
A Dog and a Thic?,

S a Gang of Thieves were at work to Rob a Houfe,a Ma-
Jiiff took the Alarum, and fell a Baying : One of the
Company fpoke him fair, and would have Stopt his Mouth
with a Cruft: No, fays the Dog, This will not do, for Seve-
ral Reafons.  Firft, I'll take no Bribes to Betray my Mafter.
Secondly, ITam notfuch a Fool neither, as tofell the Fafe and
Liberty of my Whole Life to come, for a piece of Bread in
Hand : For when you have Rifled my Mafter ; pray who
fhall Maintain Me ?

The MoraL

Fasir Words, Prefents, and, Flatteries, are the Methods of Treachery in Conrts,
s well as in Cottages, only the Dogs are Truer to their Mafters then the
M. i

REFLEXION.

W e Il Men take up a Fit of Kindnefs all on a fudden, and ap-
pear to be BetterrNatur’d then Ufual, *tis Good Difcretion to fufpet Fraud,
and to lay their Words, and their Pratices together: The Greater the
Truft, the Greater isthe Treachery, and the Bafer is the Villany too, This
Moral reaches to All forts of Truftees whatfoever.

Tt were well if All Two-Footed Servants were but as Faithful to their
Mafters as This Four-Legg’d Animal. A Loaf of Bread was as much to
Him as a Bag of Guineas t0 a Great-Officer ; And why fhould not the One
make as much ConfCience of Betraying his Patron for Gold, as the Other
of doingit for a Crult? Befide the Right Reafoning of the Dog upon the
Confequence of Things. If I zake Tour Bread, (fays he) You’ll Rob my Ma-
Jfer. But in the Other cafe it is not fo much a Deliberation of what will
follow upon’t, as a kind of Tacit Compofition, that does as good as fay
L For fo much Mony DI fbut my Eyes, and let You Rob my Mafter.] Here’s an
Emblem now, of the Forefight, Fidelity, and Duty of aTrulty Servant,
on the One hand, and of the Flattery, Arts and Pra&ices that are Em.
ploy’d by Evil Men to Corrupt him, ‘on the Other.

Under the figure of This Faithful Trufty Servant; is Coucl’d aLeGure
to All men of Bufinefs,; let them be Councellors, Confidents, Favourites,
Officers, Soldiers, Traders, or what you will. ~For there are Good and
Bad of All Kinds and Profeffions. So that /Ef35’s Dog is aReproche to
Falfe Men. Publick Perfons have their ways of Temptation, and Addrefs,
as well as Private ; And He that fuffers a Government to be Abus’d by
Carelefnefs, or Negle&, does the Same thing, with Him that Malicioufly
and Corruptly fets himfelf to Couzen it. Thisholdsas well too in the Pri-
vate Cafe, of being either Principalor Acceffary to the Robbing of aHoufe;
Only the Former,isa Treachery of a Deeper Dye. There are Loaves at the
Gates of Courts and Palaces, as well as at the Door of aCottage ; and to
Encourage the Abufe, thereare a Thoufand Quirks to avoid the Stroke of

the
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the Law, though None to Avoid the Guilt of the Sin. There needs no
Contraft Exprefs ; No Explicit Confederacy ; for the Confent, and the Af-
fiftanceis Imply’d in receiving the Prefent ; Or according to the Word in
Fafhion, the [ Acknomlengyment:] whichis only a fofter Name for a Bribe,
Now this dcknowledgment is of the Nature of a Dire&t Bargain, where the
Sum, or the Reward is agreed upon béfore the Thing be done; though
there’s room yet for aDiffinétion, even in Thefe Cafes, betwixt what's
done Openly” and Barefac’d, and a Thing that’s done in Hugger mugger,
under a Seal of Secrecy and Concealment.” But the ConfCience at laft is
the Beft Judg of the Fraud. And without any more Words, the Dog in
the Fable perform’d All the Parts of a Trafly Servant. _ o

Fas XXII,
A (WoIf and 2 Sofi,

A Wolf came to a Sow that was juft lying down, and very
kindly offer’d to take care of her Litter. The Sow as Ci-
villy thank’d her for her Love, and defird fhe would be
pleas'd to fland off a little;and do her the Good Office at aDi-

ftance.

The MorAL, - : et

There are wo Snares fo Dangerous as thof that are laid for w »iir;der the
Namse of Good Offices. v o

REFLEXION.

A v Menaretobe Believ’d; or Truftedin Al Cafes; for People, Ge-
nerally Speaking, are kind to their Neéighbours for their Own Sakes. [T
meo Danaos, & Dona Ferentes] A Wife Man will keep himfelf upon his
Guard againft the whole World, and more Efpecially, againft a Known
Enemy, but moftof All,againft that Enemy inthe Shape of a Friend. - As
the Sow had more Wit then to Entertaina Woif for bier Nurfe.  ©

Fas. XXIIL
A Pountain in Labeut, -

‘ & [ Hen Mountains cry out, people may well be Excusd
the Apprehenfion of fome Prodigious Birth. This
was the Cafe here in the Fable. The Neighbourhood were
Allat their Wits end, to confider what would be the Iflue of
That Labour, and inftead of the Dreadful Monfter that they
Expected, Out comes at laft a Ridiculous Mosfe. -

The
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The MorA L.
Much ado about Nothing.

REFLEXION.

W a4 are All theExtravagant Attempts and Enterprizes of Vain Mea
inthe World, but Morals, more or lefs of this Fable? What are Mi hty
Pretences without Confideration, or Effe€t ; but the Vapours of a Diftem-
per, that like Sickly Dreams, have neither Iffue nor Connexion; And the
Difappointment is not all neither ; for Men make themfelves Ridiculous,
inftead of Terrible, when this Tympany thall come to Endin a B/af#: anda
Mountain tobring forth a Moafe.

Far. XXIV.
An Qffe and an Ungrateful Pafier.

| Poor Affé, that what with Age, Labour, and Hard Bur-
dens, was now worn out tothe Stumps in the Service of
an Unmerciful Mafter, had the Il Hap one day to make a Falfe
Step, and to fall down under his Load. His Driverruns up to
him Immediately, and Beats him almoft to Death for’t. This
(faysthe Affe to himfelf) is according to the Courfe of the Un-
grateful World. One Cafual Slip s enough to Weigh down
the Faithful and Affetionate Service of a Long Life.

Fas. XXV.
An Do Dog and his Mafter.

AN Old Dog, that in his Youth had led his Mafter many a

Merry Chafe, and done him all the Offices of a Trufty
Servant, came atlaft, upon falling from his Speed and Vigor,
to be Loaden at every turn with Blows and Reproches for it.
Why Sir, (fays the Dog ) My Willisas Good as ever it was;
but my Strength and my Teeth are gone ; and you might with
as good a Graceand Every jot as much Juftide, Hang me up
becaufe I'm Old, as Beat me becaufe 'm Trapotent.

The Moxrar of the Two Fables above,
iThe Reward of Affsction and Fidelity wuft be the Work of another World :

Not bat that the Confeience of Well Doing i a Comfort that may pafs
for a Recompence even in This 5 in Defpite of Ingratitude and Injuftsee.

RE-
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REFLEXION.

Tuese Fables are a Reproof to the Urigrateful Ctuelty of thofe, that
will neither forgive One Slip, nor Rcwarpl a Thoufand Services, but take
more Notice of a Particular Unlucky Accident, then ofa General Laudable
Praftice. But One Stumble is enough to Deface the Charaler of an Ho-
nourable Life. Itis a Barbarous Inhumanity in Great Men to Old Servants,
to make the Failings of Age to be aCrime, without allowing thé Paft Ser-
vices of Their Strength and Youth, to have been a Virtue. _And thisis
found in Gevernments, ds well as in Courts, and Private Families; with
Maftersand Miftrefles, as well as in States.

>Tis amiferable Thing, when Faithful Servants fall into the hands of
Infenfible, and Unthdnkful Mafters ; Such as Value Services only by the
Profit they bring them, without any regard to the Zeal, Faith, and Af-
feftions, of the Heart, and pay them with Blows, ‘and Reproches in their
Age, for the Ufe, Strength and Induftry of their Youth. Nay Humane
Frailty it felf is Imputed to them fora Crime, and they are Treated Worfe
then Beafts, for not being Morethen Men. Here’s an O/d Drudging Curr
turn’d off to Shift for Himfelf, for want of the very Teeth and Heels that
he had loft in his Maflers Service. Nay, if he can but come off for Star-
ving too, it paffes for an A& of Mercy.  Under Thefe Circumftances, the
Bare Senfe of a Calamity is eall’d Grumbling, and if a man does but make
a Face upon the Boot, he’s prefently 2 Male-Content. It may be a -
Queftion now whether the Wickednefs, or the Imprudence of this Iniqui-
ty be the more Pernicious ; for over and above the Inhumanity, ’tis a Do-
Erine of Ill Confequence tothe Maffer Himfelf, to fhew the World how
Impoffible aThing 1t is for a Servant to Oblige and Pleafe him: Nay, it
is fome fort of Temptation alfo to Impicty and Injuftice, when Virtue and
Duty came to be made Dangerous.

And vyetit is not One Mafler perhapsof Twenty, all this while, thatei~
ther dire(ts, or takes notice of Thefe Indignities. It goes a Great Way,
’tis true, Barely to Permit them. One while perchance the Mafter is not
Aware of what is done, and then in Other Cafes, it may fall out Effectu-
ally to be hisOwn A&, even againft his Own Will: Thatis to fay, when
the Paffions of Imperious, and Ill-Natur’d Servants are Cover’d with the
Nameand Authority of their Patrons, in the Abufe of a truft shat was
Plac’d in’em for Honefter, and for Nobler Ends.  Itis Congruous enough
yet to Apply the Moral of This Fiction; rather to the Driver of the 4[fe,
and to the Huntfman that Manag’d the Chafe, then to the Maffer Him-
felf': But the 4ffe and the Log were beaten however, for being 0/4, and
fpent in Defpite of All the Bonds and Inftin€s of Honour, Piety, and
Good Nature.
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Fas. XXVIL
An @ffe, an Qpe, and a Pole.

N Affeand an Ape were Conferring Grievances. The Affe
A complain’d mightily for want of Horns, and the Ape was
as much troubled for want of a 7ail. Hold your Tongues
Both of ye, fays the Mole, and be Thankful for what you
have, forthe Poor Molesare Stark Blind, and in a Worfe Con-
dition then either of ye.

Pas XXVIIL
‘The Dates and the frogs, .

ONce upon a time the Hares found themfelves mightily Un-

fatisfy d with a Miferable Condition they Liv'din, and
calld a Council to Advife upon’t. Here we live, fays one of
’em at the Mercy of Men, Dogs, Eagles, and T know not how
many Other Creatures and Vermin, that Prey upon us at Plea-
fure; Perpetually in Frights, Perpetually in Danger; And
therefore I am abfolutely of Opinion that we had better Die
once for All, then live at This rate in a Continual Dread that’s
Worfe then Death it felf. The Motion was Seconded and De-
bated, and a Refolution Immediately taken, One and All, to
Drown Themfelves. The Vote was no fooner pafsd, but away
they Scudded with That Determination to the Next Lake. Up-
on this Hurry,thereleapt a Whole Shoal of Frogs from the Bank
into the Water, for fear of the Hares. Nay, then my Mafters,
fays oneof the Graveft of the Company, pray let’s have a little
Patience. Our Condition I find is not altogether fo bad as we
fancy’d it ; for there are thofe you fee that are as much afraid
of Us, as we are of Others.

The MoxravL ofthe Two Fablesabove,

There’s No Contending with the Orders and Decrees of Providence.  He that
Made us knows what's Fitteft for us 5 and Every man’s Own Lot ( well Un-
derftood and, Manag’d ) is Undoubtedly the Beft. N

REFLEXION.

*T'1s_the Intent of Thefe Two Fables, to fhew, that no People are fo
Miferable, but that at fome Time or Other, in fome Things or Other they
have Reafon to Account themfelves Happy . And if they would but duly

confider.
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r, how itis with many of their Neighbours,they would find it their
gg{}dié be Thankful, that )i’t is no Worfe with Themfelves. It is foiné
Relief to the Miferable to fhew them that there are Others yet more Mi-
ferable, and there is not any thing fo Timerous, but fométhing cife is
afraid of Ir. There are Thofe, *us True, that Die for the very Fear of
Death, and Plunge themfelves into Certain Mifery, upon the Bare Appre-
henfion of it: But this comes rather from the Spleen, then their Mif-
ortune.

f Since fo it is, that Nature Provides for the Neceffities of All Crea-
tures, and for the Well Being of Every One in it’s kind: And fince it is
not in the Power ofany Creature to make it felf Other then what by Pro-
vidence it wa$ Defign’d to be ; what a Madnefs is it to Wifh our felves
Other then what we Are, and what we Mult continue to Be: Since the
‘Thing is Bounded, and the whole Matter Pre-determin’d ! Every Arome
of the Creation has its Place Affign’d : Every Creature hasits proper Fi-
gure, and there i5 no Difputing with Him that Made it fo. W/ hy have
a0t 1 This? and why have not 1 That? are Queftions for a Philofopher of
Bedlam to ask; and we may as well Cavil at the Motions of the Heavens,
the Viciffitude of Day and Night, and the Succeffion of the Seafons, as
Expoftulate with Providence upon any of the reft of Gods Works, The
Affe would have Horzs, and the Tinker would fain be in Bed with my
Lady. The Ape would have a Til; and why fhould ot a Mountebank
Complain that he is not a Minifter of State or Juftice ? But in fhort, the
Poor, Wretched, Blind Mo/e puts in with her Doftrine to take up the
uarrel. . '

QAnd what’s the Cafe of the Hares now, but an Inftance to Fortifie us
againft Panick Frights and Terrors, for Trivial Caufes; where the Fears
are a great deal more Terrible then the Dangers? In All thefe Cafes, we
fancy our felves much more Miferable then we Are, for want of taking
a True Eftimate of Things. We fly into Tranfports without Reafon, an
Judge of the Happinefs, or Calamity, of HumaneLife, by Falfe Lights. A
“Stri& Enquiry into the Truth of Matters will Help usin the One, and
Comparifon will fet us Right in the Other. The Dogs and the Eagles Fright-
ed the Hares; The Hares Frighted the Frogs, and the Frogs, Twenty to
One, Frighted fomething elfe. This is according to the Courfe of the
‘World, One Fears Another, and fome body elfe 1s afraid of Him.

It may feem to be akind of a Malicious Satisfaltion, that One Man
detives from the Mifortunes of Another. But the Philofophy of This
Reflexion ftands upon Another Ground ; for our Comfort does not Arife
from Other Peoples being Miferable, but from this Inference upon the
Ballance, That we fuffer only the Lot of Humane Nature: And as we
are Happy or Miferable, compar’d with others, So Other People are Mi-
ferable or Happy Compar’d with Us: By which Juftice of Providence,
we come to be Convinc’d of the Sin, and the Miftake of our Ingratitude.
What would not aman give to be Eas'd of the Gout o' the Stone? Or
{fuppofing an Incurable Poverty on the One Hand, and an Incurable Ma-
lady on the Other, Why fhould not the Poor Man think himfelf Happier
in his Rags, then the Other in his Purple? But the Rich Man Envies
the Poor Mans Health, without confidering his Want; and the Poor
Man Envies the Others Treafure without confidering his Difeafes: What’s
an Il Name in the World to a Good Confcience within Ones felf? And
how much lefs Miferable upon the Wheel, is One man that is Innocent,
then Another under the Same Torture that’s Guilty ? The Only Way
for Flares and Affes, is to be Thankful for what they Are, and what they

E 2 Have;




Zfps FABLES.

Have, and ni6t to Grumble at the Lot that they muft bear in fpite of
their Teeth. :

Far XXVIIL
A @olf, 1, and Goat,

A Goat that was going out orie Morning fora Mouthful of
\ Frefh Grafs, Charg'd her Kid upon her Bleffing, not
to Open the Door till fhe came back; to any Creature that had
fiot a Beard. 'The Goat was no fooner out of fight, but up
comes a Wolf to the Door, that had Over-hear'd the Charge ;
and in a Small Pipe calls to the Kid to let her Mother come in.
The Kid {melt out the Roguery, and bad the Wolf thew his
Beard, and the Door fhould be Open to him.

The MoRrAL.

There never was any Hypocrite fo Difguis’d but he had fome Mark or Other
et t0 be known by.

REFLEXION.

HEereE is Prudence, Caution, and Obedience, recommended to us in
the K7ds refufal to Open the Door; and here is likewife fet forth in the
Wolf, thePraltice of a Fraudulent, and 2 Bloody Impoftor. This Moral
runs through the Whole Bufinefs of Humane Life, for fo much as the Plot
is catry’d on againft the Simple and the Innocent, under Falfe Celours, and
Feigned Pretences. ‘There are Wolves; in Policy, aswell as in Myshology ;
and if the Kids Obedience had not been more then her Sagacity, thewould
have found, to her Coft, the Tecth of a Wolf, inthe mouth of a Goat ; and
t11>1e malice of an Enemy cover'd under the Voice and Pretence of a

arent.

Fas XXIX.
A Dog, a Sheep, and a TWolf,

.(A Dog brought an Action of the Cafe againft a Sheep, for

fome Certain Meafures of Wheat, that he had lent him.
"The Plaintiff prov’d the Debt by Three Pofitive Witnefles,
The Wolf, the Kite, and the Valtur. (Teftes Probi { Legales )
The Defendant was caft in Cofts and Damages, and forc'd to feil
the Wool off his Back to Satisfie the Creditor.

Afops FABLES.

The MorarL.

Tis not aStraw matter whether the Main Canfé be Right or Wrong, or the
Charge True or Falfe; Where the Benchy Jury and WitnefJes are in a
Confpiracy againft the Prisner.

REFLEXION.

N o Innocence can be Safe, where Power and Malice are in Confede-
racy againft it.There’s No Fence againft Subornation, and Falfe Evidence.
What Greater ]ud§mcnt can befall aNation then for Sheep to be made
Trefpaffers, and Wolves Kites, and Valtures to fet up for Witneffes! This
is a large Field, if a body would Amplifie uponit: But the Hiftory of the
Age in Memory will be the Beft Moral of This Fable. There’s No Liv-
ing however without Law: and there’s no Help fort in many Cafes, if
the Saving Equity be Over-rul’d by the Killing Letter of it. *Tis the Ver-
dic# that does the Bufinefs; but ’is the Evidence, True or Falfe that Go-
verns the Perdiét;  So that, (as it fometimes falls out ) the Honour of the
Publick may come to be Concern’d inthe Defence and Support of an Un-
detected Perjury. Theonly Dangeris the giving too much Credit to the
Oaths of Ksresand Valtars. That is to fay, of Witnefles fo Profligate as to
bring a Scandal even upon Truth it felf, where it is fo Afferted.

Fas XXX.
A @ountryman and 2 Snake.

Here was a Snake that Bedded himfelf under the Thre-
thold of a Country-Houfe: A Child of the Family hap-

pen’d to fet his Foot upon’t ; The Snake bit him, and he Dy
on’t. ‘The Father of the Child made a Blow at the Snake, but
Mifsd his Aim, and only left a Mark behind him upon the
Stone where he Struck. ~ The Countryman Offer’d the Snake,
fome time after This, to be Friends again. No, fays the Snake,
fo long as you have This Flaw upon the Stone in Your Eye,
and the Death of the Child in yourThought,there’s No Truft-

ing of ye.
The MorAL.

In Mattérs of Friendfbip andTrust, we can never be too Tender ; but yet
there’s a Great Difference betwixt Charity and Facility. We may Hope

Well inmany Cafes, but let it be withont Venturing Neck, and All npon’t,
for New-Converts are Slippery.

REFLEXION

*T 1s Il Trufting a Reconcil’d Enemy ; but 'tis Worfe yet, to Proceed at
One Step, from Clemency and Tendernefs, to Confidenceand Truft: I@fﬁe
cially
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cially where there are {o many Memorials in Sight, for Hatred and Re:
venge to work upon. *TisGeneroushowever to Forgive an Enemy ; though
Extremely Hazardous to Grace him in the doing ofan Ill Thing, with the
Countenance of a Deference to his Merit. Nay,a Bare Eafinefs of Pardoning
has but t0o often the Force of a Temptation to Offend again. *Tis a Nice
Bufinefs to Indulgeon the Left hand, without Punifhing on the Right, for
there muft be No Sacrificing of a Faithful Friend to the Generofity of Oblis
ginga Mortal Enemy. But the Cafeis then moft Deplorate when Reward
goes over to the Wrong fide, and when Intereft fhall be made the Teft and
the Meafure of Virtue. Upon the whole Marter, the Countryman was too
Eafie, in Propofing a Reconciliation; ( the Circumftances duly Confider’d)
and the Snake was much in the Right on the Other hand, in not entertain-~
ing it froma man that had fo many Remembrances at Hand ftill, to Pro-
voke him to a Revenge. Wherefore it is highly Neceffary, for the one to
know how far, and to Whom to Truft, and for the other to Underftand
what heis to Truft to. Tisa great Error to take Facility, for Good Na-
‘ture: Tendernefs, without Difcretion is no better then a more Pardonable
Folly:

Fas XXXI
: A for and a Stk

THere was a Great Friendfhip once betwixt a For and a
. Stork, and the Former would needs Invite the Other to
a Treat. They had Several Soups ferv’d up in Broad Difhes
and Plates, and fo the Foz fell to Lapping himfelf, and bad his
Gueft Heartily Welcom to what was before him. The Stork
found he was Put upon, but fet fo good a Face however upon
his Entertainment ; that his Friend by All means muft take a
Supper with Him That night in Revenge. The Foz made
Several Excufes upon the Matter of Troubleand Expence, but
the Stork in fine,” would not be faid Nay ; So that at laft, he
promisd him to come. The Collation was ferv’d up in Glaf-

fes, with Long Narrow Necks, and the Beft of Every thing . :

that was to be had. Come (fays the Stork to his Friend ) Pray

be as Free as if you were at home, and (o fellto't very Savour-

1y Himfelf. The Fozx quickly found Thisto be a Trick, though

he could not but Allow of the Contrivance as well as the Juftice

of the Revenge. For fuch a Glafs of Sweet-Meats to the One,

gztl; juft as much to the Purpofe, as a Plate of Porridge to the
€T .

The MoraL.

*Tis allowable in all the 